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Mr. Simons: Spoils to the victors?

Mr. LATHAM: In some portions of the
State farmers have to pay a freight of only
a farthing 2 bushel. It is not o bad while
wheat in bringing an inflated price, but when
normal conditions return, the people so dis-
advantageously situated will find it impossible
te make wheat growing pay. I believe it is
intended to comstruct a line from Dwarda to
Narrogin. It would be well if the Minister
gave this projeet his very serious considera-
tion before putting the work in hand.

Hou. W. C. Angwin: T want you to back
me up in the matter of these ralways. We
put them through the House.

Mr. LATHAM: T wish the hon. pentle-
man had gone further and constructed them,
I do not profess to know much about fin-
ance, but I hope every eftort will be made to
get the Prime Minister to hand over the
amusement tax now collected by the Federal
Government, and that, when it is handed
over, it will be devoted to the charilies de-
partment, If the Federal Government will
not hand over this money to the State, I
hope the State Government will impose an
additional tax on amusements. This would
have the effcet of getting the people up in
arms and some pressure might then be
brought to bear upon the Federal Govern-
ment. The people would realise that there
was a responsibility to the State as well as
to the Pederal Treasury.

Mr. MaeCallum Smith
the eity.

Mr. LATHAM: Tt must not be over-
locked that the amusements subject to the
tax are usually the only diversions offering
to eountry people when they come to the
city. Very little of the charity vote goes to
the country districts. The State cannot con-
tinue increasing its defieit indefinitely. I
suggest that the Premier engage a finaneial
expert to investigate the finances and see
whether it is not possible to make the
ledger balance. The deficit is a very serious
matter. Every man is responsible for a pro-
portion of the deficit. We do not feel it
burdensome to-day and perbaps will not feel
it for the next five or tem years, but our
children must suffer for it. The matter ia
alogether too serions to be passed over
lightly. It demands grave and earnest con-
sideration. Free services will have to be
redunced or cut out if the necessity arises. I
do not know thai the country man gets many
free services. He might be willing to pay
for the education of his children if the
necessity arose and he was assured that by
so doing the ledger conld be balanced. We
have reached the limit of taxationm. :

Mr. Clydesdale: We are not paying as
much as people in other countries.

Mr. LATHAM: If we have to pay more,
all T can say is God help this State. I do
not know where the Treasurer will be able
to raise any more taxation. We have all
kinds of taxes mow, local taxes, State taxes,
Federal taxes. Even the Leader of the Op-
position would not suggest any further
taxes.

That belongs to
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Hen. P. Collier:
am not a tax maniae.

Mr. LATHAM: No, but the hon. member
might be expected to objeet to the defieit
and, if he weré an unreasonable man, to
suggest the imposition of further taxatiom.
The hon. member, however, is a very reason-
able man, and is willing to assist the Gov-
ernment as far as possible to wipe out the
deficit. T hope the Premier will give this
important matter that seripus consideration
which members of the House expect him to
give it.

On motion by Mr. JJ. Thomson, debate ad-
journed,

Why ‘‘even’’ me?! I

House adjourned at 10 p.m,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30

p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—REPATRIATION, MINERS’
HOMESTEAD LEASES.

Mr. MUNSIE (for Mr. Corbay) asked the
Premier: 1, Is it the intention of the Gov-
ernment to introduce during this session a
Bill dealing with miners’ homestead leases
held by returned soldiers? 2, If so, is it pro-
posed to enable such leascholders to convert
to conditional porchase conditions, allowing
credit for payments made under leasehold
conditions?

The PREMIER replied: 1, No;
necessary. 2, Yes, Credits for payments
made wunder leasehold conditions will be
given by a ecorresponding reduetion of the
price of the conditional purchase.

it is un-

QUESTION—GERMAN PAPER MONEY.

Mr. MANN asked the Premier: 1, Is he
aware that a very large sum of money is
being trasmitted from this State by speeu-
lators to Germany, for the purchase of Ger-
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man paper money? 2, Will he consider it
necessary to bring the matter under the notiee
of the Federal authorities for suech action
as may be deemed necessary?

The PREMIER replied: 1, No, 2, Yes,

QUESTION—PATRIOTIC FUNDS
CONSOLIDATION.

AMr. DENTON asked the Premier: 1, Has
be considered the advisability, as requested by
o question asked by me on 21st December,
1921, of appointing n Royal Commission to
inquire into the amounts of funds collected
by various bodies and organisations during
the war for the purpose of assisting soldiers
and their dependents within the State, and as
to the disposal of surplus funds, if any, held
by the various bodies and organisations since
Declaration of Peace Day, Jume, 1919, with
the object of consolidating all the funds of
the various bodies into one common fund
te be under the econtrol of three trustees to
be appointed, viz., one from the Returned
Soldiers’ League, one from the combined
bodics or organisations, and one by the Gov-
ernment¥ 2, If the avswer be in the affirma-
tive, will he appeoint a Royal Commission
without pay at an early date?

The PREMIER replied: 1 and 2, I have
considered the question, and if the hon. mem-
ber will move for a Select Committee, I will
provide an early opportunity to discuss the
matter.

QUESTION—TRAFFIC REGULATION 22.

Hon. T. WALKER asked the Minister for
Works: 1, Have the regulations under the
amended Traffic Act and gazetted in March
last been laid upon the Table of the Housef
2, If not, will he have Regulation 22, deal-
ing with the plates to be exhibited on ecars
from garages and from the ranks, amendcd
50 as to abolish all distinctions and provide
for uniformity on zll cars when on hire?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: 1, Yes, to-
day. 2, 1t was understood from the report of
the Select Committee {Parliamentary Paper A
4/22) that the taxi owners and garage pro-
prietors wished for the present system to
eontinue. Arrangements were made to con-
fer with both hodies to gather their views,
but the representative of the former failed
to keep the appointment. A further effort
is now being made, of which the hon. mem-
ber is aware.

QUESTIONS (2)—RAILWAYS.
Increases to Officers.

Mr. MUNSIE (for Mr. Corboy) asked the
Minister for Railways: 1, Have any railway
officers located at Perth station buildings who
were in receipt of salaries of £250 a year
and upwards on the 30th June, 1921, received
incrcases during the year ended Jume, 19227
2, If so, what are the names of the officers,
and what was the date and amount of sueh
increases?
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The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, Yes, 2, Tt is not clear which offi-
cers it is intended should be embraced under
‘‘Perth station buwildings,’’ but practically
the whole of the railway salaried staff re-
ceived an increase as a result of the statu-
tory award of the Classification Board of
18th February last.

Suggestions and Economy Board.

Mr. MUNSIE (for Mr. Corboy) asked the
Minister for Railways: 1, What are the names
of the members of the Suggestions and
Econromy Board of the Railway Department?
2, What amount has been paid each member
as bonus or gratuity during the past two
years?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, Messrs. F. Maxwell (chairman), W.
Bromfield, and E. G. Backshall. 2, A total
of £150 to the chairman, and £100 each to the
other two mambers.

QUESTION—FIRE BRIGADE
SUPERINTENDENT.

Mr. COESSON asked the Colonial Secre-
tary: 1, What amount was paid for expenses
to the two members of the Fire Brigades
Board who visited the Eastern States for the
purpose of interviewing applicants for the
position of superintendent of brigades? 2,
Were there no applieants within the State
who were qualified for the position?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS (for
the Colonial Seeretary)} replied: 1, £199 19s.
8d., incleding boat and train fares (£110
10s, 4d.}. 2, T am advised in the negative.

QUESTION—FREMANTLE FREEZING
WORKS.

Hon. P. COLLIER asked the Premier: Will
he give the House an assurance that the Gov-
ernment will not grant further financial as-
gistance to the Fremanile Freezing Works
unless the authority of Parliament has been
first obtained?

The PREMIER replied: Yes. 1 shall be
glad to have the question of assistance te

these necessary works fully discussed by the
House,

ASSENT TO BILL.

Message from the Lient-Governor and Ad-
ministrator reeeived and read notifying as-
sent te Supply Bill No. 1 (£1,763,950).

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Seventh Day—Amendment—No Confidence.
Debate resumed from the 10th August.

Mr. J. THOMSON (Claremont) [4.41]:
First of all T wish to congratulate the Pre-
mier upon the success of his trip to Eng-
land. T was in London at the time and T
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can say that no man from any of the Aus-
tralian States ever had a better reception
than was aceorded to our ¢own Premier. Sir
James Mitekell did splendid work for the
State; no man could have done better. Of
conrse, he is not an orator like I am, but
when it came to conferences, Sir James more
than held his own with the greatest intellects
of Englaud. When he couples my name with
his and gives me credit for having assisted
him, I do not think that is altogether right.
If it were said that L attended all the ban-
quets, dinoers and other funetions to which
1 was invited, to give a sort of Australian
aristocratic tone to those gatherings, them I
did assist him.

The Minister for Agriculture: It must have
imposed a great strain upon you,

Mr. J. THOMSON: It did. I take this
ercdit to myself, however, that T was the
first man in Western Australia to recommend
that Sir James Mitchell should go Home.
You will remember, Mr, Speaker, that when
you created a precedent in this Chamber by
adjourning to allow members to say farewell
to the Premier or the eve of his visit to
Melbourne, T said that he shonld go on from
Melbourne and take the Leader of the Op-
position with him to London.  When on
board the steamer going to England, I told
Sir James that it was a pity he had not
brought the Leader of the Opposition with
him. I think my remarks on the occagions I
refer to, were correct. Regarding the Pre-
mier’s immigration scheme, I am wholly in
favour of it provided it is carried out on
right lines. If, however, the Government
continue to allow the same eclass of people
who have been coming to Australia for some
time past, to enter the State, and if the class
of people I saw making application for pas-
sages in Londou are to be permitted to
migrate to Western Australia, then, in my
opinion, the scheme will be a failure. Those
people will only serve to crowd the labour
market, and in two years there will be more
people leaving the State than coming into it.

Mr. A. Thomson: Don’t be a pessimist.

Mr. J. THOMSON: One need only take the
July figures published in this morning's
f‘West Australian’’ to see that I am cor-
reet. Coming out on the ‘'Ormonde,’’ I
found aboard 91 immigrants, farm labourers,
ex-service men, bound for Western Austra-
lia. I talked to those men, and in consze-
quence of what I learned, if I were a betting
man { would bet £100 that in six months not
gix of those 99 men will be in the State

The Premier: I take your bet.

Mr, J. THOMSOXN: On that ship, in the
third ¢lass, there were about 1,000 immi-
grants. Of that number we could have got
160 into this State for nothing. T talked
Sir .James Mitchell’s scheme practically all
the way out.

Mr, Underwood: You can talk, too, when
you try.

Mr. J. THOMSOXN: Quite a number of
those people wanted to come and settle in
Western Australia. I got two groups of 20
men each arranged for the proup settiement,
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and as soon as we got intv touch with Ap
plecross I wirelessed the acting Premier af
ny own expense, explaining that those mer
would like to go down to the group settle
ments.  On the following day I got a message
from Mr., Colebatch saying that aobod)
would be allowed to go into a group settle
ment unless he had 12 months’ experience in
Western Australia. Thosc men whom I sel
ceted on the boat were men of the right
stamp, men who were paying their own pas-
sages and, with their families, going to the
Eastern States.

My, Simons;
they?

Mr. J. THOMSON: Of all nationalities:
English, Scoteh, and Trish.  Amongst the
men I selected were three miners from the
ironstone mines in the North of England,
They were going to Queensland. One of them
hud a family of five sturdy boys and girls.
All three of them told me that if they were
satisfied with the land in Western Australia
they would get 100 more families from the
North of England. I am opposed to assisted
immigration. We can get in the Old Country
thusands who would pay their passages and
come and settle here if we could provide the
land for them. If the Premier will agree to
get the land ready, I shall be prepared at
the end of this session to go to England,
Scotland, and Ireland at my own expense
and get more people to pay their own pas-
sages and come out bere than the department
can find land for. At present we are bring-
ing out men who will merely swell the labour
ranks.

The Premier: Did you say that ex-seldiers
were not good men?

Mr. J. THOMSON: I say that those ex-
service men, farm labourers, are no good.
They have no intellect. We want men of in-
telligence to come and settle on the land.

Mr. Teesdale: Even if they have not your
brains, they may have good strong arms.

My, J. THOMSON: If the hon. member
had been on the boat he would have seen
that they had not good strong arms.

Mr. Mann: Why not give them a chance?

Mr. J. THOMSON: Not at our expense.
When in the 013 Country, I went down to the
shipbuilding yards, where thousands were out
of work. Those men are of the class we
should be irduecing to come out here and set-
tle on the land.

The Premier: They have not the money to
pay their own fares,

Mr. J. THOMSON: The men I am talking
abouf can pay their own passages. If we
found the land they would gladly come out
here. When the land in Manitoba was being
opened up, the Canadian Government did not
pay the passages of those who were going
there.

Mr. A. Thomson:
passages cost?

AMr, T. THOMSOXN

Mr. A. Thomson:
come out here?

Hon. W. C. Angwin:
story.

Of what nationality were

How mmueh did those

Only £8.
And how much i it to

That is another
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Mr, J. THOM3ON: Wg want the men
who ean pay their own passages. Of the 91
men who were on the **Crmonde,”” T would
not have selected three. In six monibs there
will not be six of them in the State.

Mr. Willcock: How can they get out, if
they eannot carn money?

Mr, J. THOMSON: They will earn enough
to take them over East. I am entirely in
sympathy with the Premier’s scheme. I want
to sce the people coming here, but only people
of the right sort. We should not be in any
hurry to bring out the wrong people. Surely
the Premier can wait until he gets the land
ready, and then insist upon having the right
class of people. Some weeks ago I suggested
to him that he should temporarily step the
immigration, and that at the head of the men
to be sent Home should bo our friend the
member for North-East Fremantle.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You want to get rid
of me.

Mr. J. THOMSON: No, I do not. I look
upon the hon. member as one of the most in-
telleetnal in the House. We require to send
Home & man who can judge men. We ought
not to send Home the civil cervants who are
going to—Oh Lord! to me it is beyond im-
agination. I saw them in London, The Agent
General for Victoria used to say fo me,
‘“Well there you are Jock, I have bad the
pick of the immigrants, the men who had the
money to spend on making homes for them-
selves in Australia. Victoria has got all the
men with the money, while Western Australia
has got the men with no money.’’

The Minister for Agriculture:
toria?

Mr. J. THOMSON: Beeause she is repre-
sented in London by 2 man who is pretty
wide awake and who has picked the best men

Why Vie-

offering.
The Premier: He does not pick them at
all. He has nothing to do with it.

Mr. J. THOMSON: DNo, but he gets them,
‘all the same. The men we want are the
farmers’ sons. Hundreds of farmers’ sons
from England, Ircland, and Seotland are
going out to the Argentine and to the south-
ern States of America. They wouid all be
only too willing to come here.

The Premier: How do you know all this?

Mr. J. THOMSON: I talked to them at
Home,

Mr. Angelo: Why didn’t you tell the Pre-
mier all this when in London?

Mr. J. THOMSON: 1 dia.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Farmers’ sons
would not come out here to learn farming.

Mr. J. THOMSON: Of the men T selected
on the ‘“Ormonde’’ 40 had been born on
farms. But Mr. Colebatch sent the wireless
that a man must have 12 monthe’ experience
of Western Australia before he conld get into
a group settlement. Every Orient boat that
eomes into Fremantie has aboard at lecast 40
men with their families, paying their own
passages, who could be induced to stop in
Western Australia.

The Premier: What gbout your iren works
in the North?
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Mr, J. THOMSON:
they will come.

Mr. Underwood: And it won 't be pommies
whe will work them.

Mr. J. THOMBON: XNo. Another ¢lasgs
of men we should get to come out here are
the demobilised soldiers in India. Some of
them, I am proud to say, are out here now,
There are hundreds and perhaps thousands of
civil servants being retrenched in India. They
have a little money and want to come out
here, but there is no land for them. On the
boat by which I returned, there were some
people travelling second eclass. They had
nmoney. T brought them straight up to the
Lands Department without first going home.
T tried to get land for them, but there was no
land available.

The Premier: That is not true.

Mr. J. THOMSON: Well, I can prove it.

The Premier: WNo, you cannot.

Mr. J. THOMSON: What was available
was too far from a raiiway and they would
not take it. Any number of farms were ad-
vertiged in the newgpapers for sale, but these
people did not want them. They wanted
Government land. However, the Government
land offering was too far from a railway and
they would not take it. They went on to
Vietoria. They will get land there. So
keenly do I feel on the immigration policy of
the Government that I have decided to move
an amendment to the Address-in-reply, after
I have spoken a little about one or two of the
Ministers, I shall sturt with Mr. Colebateh,
the Minister for Education in another place.
Mr. Colebatech and I have been friends for
over 30 years and I hope and trust we shall
be fricnds for the next 80 years. That Mr.
Colebatch should have bheen appointed Min-
ister for the North-West, however, is beyond
my comprehension. We had men in this
House who knew something about the North-
West. Al that Mr. Colebatch knew about it
was gained on a picnic trip he took at the
Government's expense with the Chairman of
Committces and one or two others.

Hon, P. Collier: He delivered a very
effective lecture vpon it.

Mr. J. THOMSON: Yes, illustrated with
lantern slides. In this House we have the
member for Pilbara (Mr, Underweod) and
the member for Roebourne (Mr. Teesdale),
men who knew something about the North-
West and who shouléd been appointed.

Mr. Simons: And the member for Gaa-
ecoyne {Mr. Angelo).

Mr. J. THOMSON: No, the member for
Gascoyne does not know too much about the
North-West.

The Minister for Works: He knows some-
thing about bananas.

Mr. J. THOMSON: Talking about the
member for Gascoyne and bananas, a man
who has lived up there all his life told me
it was cruelty to send soldiera there to grow
bananas. The water is too salt.

Mr. Angelo: You knew nothing about it.

Mr. J. THOMSOX: The Government in ap-
pointing Mr. Colebateh as Minister for the
North-West did not know what they were

Never mind them,
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doing. Then for Mr. Colebateh to appoint the
present Commissioner, well, goodness knows
what he was thinking about! Why was not
the engineer for the North-West (Mr. Tin-
dale) appointed? I consider Mr. Tindale one
of the leading civil servants of the State.

Mr., Tecsdale: Hear, hear!

Mr. Angelo: He would not take it.

Mr. Underwood: He applied for it.

Mr. Angelo: He would not take it at the
salary offered.
Mr. J. THOMSOXN: The Government in

appointing the Minister for the North-West
and Commissioner for the North-West have
thrown away £15,000, thrown it away, and if
& new Ministry come in, I hope

Mr. A Thomson: That you will be Minister
for Mines!

Mr, J. THOMSON: That the whole of that
department will be scrapped. I shall not say
much about My, Colebateh’s administration of
the Education Department. I will give only
one instance of how things are condueted. I
know a township where there are two sehool
teachers, and 66 scholars. Four miles away
there is another school with eight scholars.
Three of the scholars who attend the latter
sehool are nearer to the larger school, but
they go to the smaller school beeause they
are friends of the people living in that dis-
trict. ‘This sehool of eight children is cost-
ing the Government £300 a year. They have
to provide a borse and trap for the school
teacher to drive out every day. Surely to
Heavens it would be better to provide a trap
to bring the other five children into the larger
school!

The Minister for Agriculture: Where is it?

Mr. J. THOMSON: I shall tell the Minis-
ter. I have the figures and I know the school
teacher, I have told Mr. Colebatch about
it, but nothing has been dome. T could bring
instances of many other places bui that is
all I wish to say about Mr. Colebatch. Now
I come to my friend the Minister for Works.

Mr. Willeock: Be careful!

Mr. J. THOMSON: I am going to be very
careful. The Minister for Works is one of
the most honest and most conscientions men
who ever held office in this State, but at the
same time I must say he is one of the most
pedantic regarding his ideas of himself, his
great engineering abilities and what he has
done. He is away up in the clouds. Members
might recollect the night when the member
for South Fremantle (Mr. MeCallum) got
the career of the Minister for Works up to
abont 100 years, He had served five years
in this shop, and had been five years running
the Railways, 10 vears here and 10 years
there, and the member for South Fremantle
had got up to about 110 years, when the
Minister could stand it no longer and walked
out of the House.

Hon. P. Collier: Rushed out.

Mr, J. THOMSON: And he did not re-
turn until the hon, member had finished his
speech,

The Minister for Mines: I shall be lucky if
T can walk out at 110.
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Mr. J. THOMSON: That night I had the
honour of travelling home with the Minister
for Works in a Government ear. I saw that
he was very moeh worried and Y thought that,
it | could put in a word to uplift him a
little hafore be went to bed, I should do it.
When we were about halfway to Claremont
the Minister said to me, ‘‘Jock, T am tired
of this; I am tired of Parliament. This is
the worst Parliament that ever T have been in.
They are advertising for a Commissioner of
Railways for South Africa and T have a good
mind to apply for it.”’

The Minister for Works: You have no right
to repeat a privale confidence, but anyhow it
is an absolute lic.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. J. THOMSOX : T thought I would pay
him a compliment, and I still think what I
said was a compliment, ‘‘If you apply for
that position and get it, 99 per cent. of the
people in this country will be very pleased
indecd.’* T come now to the Lake Clifton
seandal. This is a serious matter, and T in-
tend to speak seriously about it. In the
trains, the trams, the streets and the clubs,
we hear talk of the Lake Clifton seandal, and
when we come to think of it, we must con-
clude that it is a seandal. When the com-
pany applied for the right to build a railway
to Lake Clifton, it was decided to go from
Warcona. By and bye they found it wonld
be better to go from Pinjarra, and they made
the necessary application to run the line from
Pinjarra to Lake Clifton. After a lot of
negotiation and after a lot of talk, it was
resolved that, becanse the Minister for Works
had given a promise to about 20 people at
‘Waroona, the railway should run from there
instead of from Pinjarra.

Mr, OLoghlen: He kept his promiset

Mr. 7. THOMSON: Yes. What has the
keeping of hiz promise done?

Mr, O'Loghlen: It made no differcnce to
the lime where the line started.

Mr, J. THOMSON: I have the figures
here. 1 intend to show what the Government
have lost on every ton of lime coming from
Lake Clifton to the works at Burswood.

My, O’Loghlen: How do you justify the
fact that the company are not supplying
the farmers with lime? Put up a case for
the company!

Mr. J. THOMSON: T will show what the
Government have lost through the action of
the Minister for Works in allowing the rail-
way to be built where we find it. The com-
pany agreed to pay 1%4d. per ton on lime
from Lake Clifton to Burswood.

Mr. O’Loghlen: The company agreed to
supply lime to the farmers four years ago,
but have not yet dome so.

Mr. J. THOMSON: Everything will be
in order in that respect in a few months.
The Government would have been receiving
114d. per ton on 1,000 toms of lime every
week from Lake Clifton to Burswood, in-
stead of ™Md., and ecarrying it 141% miles
farther.

The Premier: That is wrong,
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Mr. J. THOMSONXN: It is a fact.
the figures.

The Minister for Works: You have a lot
of figures.

Mr. J. THOMBON: I have scen the agree-
went, [ ask the Minister for Works to lay
on the Table of the House the report of Mr.
J. T, Short, late Commissioner of Railways,

The Minister for Works: All the papers are
on the Table of the House.

Mr. Angelo: This is ancient history.

Mr, J. THOMSOXN: I want to see that
report again. The Govermment should have
been getting 1%4d. per ton over 70 miles of
line, whercas they are now getting 54d. over
843, miles. This is becausc of the promise
of the Minister- for Works to about 20 peo-
ple who were living in Waroona that the
line would be built there. Mention has been
made of lime to the farmers. When the line
from Dwarda to Narvogin is  completed,
practically the whole of the wheat belt, and
most of the southern lands, will be supplied
with lime.

The Premier: In the sweet by-and-by.

My, J. THOMSON: XNot at all
- Mr. O’Loghlen: The line is not started
yet.

My, . J. THOMSON: Warocona would be
nearer for the South-West, but the South-
West does not require lime in the same way
as the wheat belt does. Aeccording to the
Premier the land in the South-West is so
rich that the lime is not required for it. I
will now deal with Herdsman’s Lake, The
estimated cost of the work there wag £25,000,
It will take nearer £100,000, and at the rate
the Government are geing it will cost
£125,000. T met a miner the other day, whom
"I knew on the goldfields, and said, ** Where
are you working?’’ He replied, I am
working at George's folly.”’ e explained
that he referred to Herdsman’s Lake, 1
ask those members who were elerted at the
time I was, some 18 months ago, if ther
are going to rein their political careers by
supporting Ministers who allow money to be
thrown away, such as the Minister for Works
has done in the case of Waroona and at
Herdsman’s Lake. If T had the eloquence
of the member for Kanowna (Hon. T.
Walker) T could goe on all night telling mem-
bers what that Minister has done, although
he sets himself up as a great engineer.

The Minister for Works: If T did not know
more than you T shonld be a fool.

Mr. J. THOMSOXN: T thonght the Min-
ister might say that, so T left Claremeont out
for the moment. I should now like members
to visit Claremont, and see the waste of
money there. .

Hon, P. Collier: Apparently the waste is
everywhere.

Mr. J. THOMSOX: Before T entered Par-
liament, and when I was mavor of Clare-
mont, I approached the Minister for Works
to have the big school at Claremont drained.
In the winter children ecannot go into
the school without getting wet feet. Even-
tually the Government agreed to construct
the necessary drain, the people of Clare-

1 have
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mont to pay interest and sinking fund on
the money. I told the Minister for Works
that the council would earry out the drain-
age, and that we were willing to pay pound
for pound. The Minister replied, ‘I am
the man; T am the engincer: you do not
know anything about it. 'Why should you
interfere with the Public Works Depart-
ment?’’?

The Minister for Works: Who said that?

Mr. J. THOMSOXN; The Minister said it
to me.

The Miniater for Works: Oh!

Mr. J. THOMSOX: I took the Acting
Premier down oand told him we would do
the work, and pointed ount where we intended
to sink a shaft. Anyone who kpows any-
thiug about mining can sec how the money
has been wasted there. It is onmly a little
job, estimated to cost £3,500, but although
that iz the Government estimate, it will
never be done for that amount.

The Minister for Works: You wait and
see, Beecause you quarrelled with another
soldier, you come here with these statements.

Mr, T, THOMSON: I have not quarrclled
with another soldier.

The Minister for Works: ¥You quarreclled
with Major Lawson; you know you did.

Mr, J. THOMSON: I explained that we
would sink a shaft and drive a tunnel, and
that the whole of the work could be done

. by miners for much less than the department

ecould do it. If I had heen mayor of Clare-
mont at the time the work was put in hand,
the department would never have started it.
A great deal of taxation will be added to
the burden of the peeple through the incom-
petence of the Works Department.

The Minister for Works: Yon know the
Works Department is not doing it.

Mr, JJ. THOMSON: I will now Jeave that
subject.

2r. O'Loghlen: What about Herdsman’s
Take?

The Minister for ®fines: T see what T am
going to get; he is working up to it.

Mr. J. THOMSON: T now come to the
Minister for Mines and Railways.

‘Phe Minister for MMines: Hawe some
charity.

Mr, J. THOMSON: The Minister for
Mines is one of the most able memhers of
this House.

The Minister for MMines :
Come out and have a drink.

Mr. J. THOMSON : The Premier took
him into the Government, cauvsing him
to leave his flour mill and fight an elee-
tion at Albany, because of the enemy’s artil-
Jery on the other side of the House. Tf the
State ean stand a DMinister who can throw
away half a million pounds, as the Minister
for Mines did over the non-sale of the
‘‘Kangaroo,”’ T suppose we shall have to
put up with jt. T am going te my electors
of Claremont to tell them that I have done
my best to assist the Government to square
the ledger. I say to the Premier, ‘‘If you
like to sink or swim with some of your Min-
isters, I shall say nothing ahout it; that is

Hear, hear!
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your look-out.’’ If Ministers continue to
throw away money as they are doing, apd if
the Premier continues {0 associate himself
with incompetent Ministers, he will go out at
the next election; he may go out before. I
told the Premier that he ought to take the
Leader of the Opposition to England with
him, and the cable that was sent out after-
wards, asking the Leader of the Opposition
to go there, shows that I was correet. I told
the Premier on board the ateamer on the way
to London, I told him in London, and I tell
him again this afternoon, that if he does not
recomstruct his Ministry, and bring into office
men who will make an endeavour to square
the ledger, it will be the end of him. I have
s word or two still to say concerning the
Minister for Mines. That gentleman went to
Albany to contest an election; he addressed
400 farmers there, and was applauded for his
apeech; and yet the man who can lose half
a million pounds te the State, and do all
those things that the Hon.Jobn has done——

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber muat not refer to the Minister in that
way.

Mr. J, THOMSON: I shall not say anything
more against him. There was one little mat-
ter which concerned an advertisement for am
ingpector over prospectors. If the prospectors
are what they were in my time, I would like
to see an inspeetor from the Mines Depart-
ment going up and telling them what to do.
The whole of the Public Service wants re-
organising. The finances have been squared,
with the result that last month'’s deficit was
the highest on record. One ecannot go in to
gee the Premier, or even to see the Premier’s
private secretary: one must see the clerk to
the private secretary first. In order to test
the feeling of the House I move an amend-
ment—

That the following be added to the Ad-
dress-in-reply: ‘'We request Your Excel-
lency to instruet the Agent General not to
send out any more Immigrants until the
people already here who are anxious fo
settle on the land have secured homesteads,
and further until sueh time as hetter ar-
rang'ﬁments have been made for the proper
selection of the people who-wish to <omc
to Wegatern Australia to settle on the land. -’

Mr. SPEAKER: 1s there any seconder?
The amendment Jlapses for want of a
seconder,

{The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

Hon. T. WALEER (Kanowna) [5.34]: It
is my intention also, before resuming my seat,
to move an amendment to the Address-in-
reply.

The Minister for Mines: I hope you have
arranged for a seconder.

Hon. T. WALKER: At the very commence-
ment I may indicate the nature of my amend-
ment by reading it. Its wording is, ‘‘That
the following be added to the Address-in-
reply :—‘But this Assembly regrets to have
to inform Your Excellency that eertain of
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your advisers have by association and mem-
bership of a politieal organisation declared
themselves obedient and subservient to this
extraneous political body, and by their ae-
quiescence in the resolutions carried by the
said organisation have made it impossible for
them to independently advise Your Excel-
lency, thereby subverting and endangering
responsible and constitutional government.’’’
First I purpose to pass s few comments on
His Eaxcellency’s Speech, and on the debate
so far as it has proceeded. I cannot follow
the usudl preliminaries to the speeches which
have been mafle sin¢e this debate eommenced.
I cannot indulge in wholesale congratulations
to the Premier, I yield to no one in my ap-
preciation of the persenality of the Premier.
I hold him personally in very high estimation.
But it seems to me that some change has ecome
over the epirit of his dream, or else that he
has plunged deeper into his dreaming, That
singleness of character and of purpose, that
modesty of disposition, that earrestness to
which every vestige of boasting is abhorreat,
these things have departed from him; and in
my humble opinion he has more or less low-
ered the dignity of the high position which he
holds by submitting to the extraordinary
laudations and the bespattering with praise
that have attended him gince his return. He
knows as well as anyone knows that the
scheme which is attributed to him is by no
means original; I mean the scheme so far as
we understand it, for to this hour the scheme
is not adequately explained.

The Premier: You have had it in detail;
I am sorry you cannot understand it.

Hon. T. WALKER: T say it has not been
published in detail. It is a general carrying
out of those methods that we have had ever
since immigration wasg the settled policy of
this State. There is nothing beyond that.
There is nothing in the scheme as we have it
beyond the survey of the lands of the State
and the utilisation of the Agricultural Bank
and possibly the Industries Assistance Board,
cum certain additional officers, to get the
people on to the land and to setile them by
the ordinary methods of monetary assistance
and supervision. There is nothing new in it.
There is no scheme in it that marks any
speecific genivs. It is as old as immieration
iteelf. But T want to draw the attention of
the Premier, in reminder only, to the fact
that it is less a Western Auvstralian scheme—
if it can be called & scheme at all—than it is
an Imperial scheme. TIn other words, at this
junecture it is ineumbent upon Great Britain
to get rid of her surplus, unworking popula-
tion, .

The Premier:
doune that.

Hon. T. WALKER: There has not been
always the same necessity. Let us clearly
understand that. We have not always had the
great war, We have not always had the dis-
organisation of industry such as exists in
Great Britain and in Enrope at the present
time. We have not always had the distress
that has been prevalent in Great Britain since

Great Britain bas always
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the war ¢eased. We have seldom seen in
Great Britain such an industrial catastrophe
a8 there has been since the war ceased. There-
fore it was incumbent upon Great Britain to
asgist and facilitate the removal of her aur-
plus population; that is, population for
which she conld not find work. It was not
that Great Britain then turned her cyes
golely upon the Premier of this State, or upon
this Btate.

The Premier: Who said she did?

Hon. T. WALKER: Nobody says she did;
but why, then, sing ‘‘The Conquering Hero
Comes’’ when the single Premier of this
State returns? Why give him all the landa-
tions for this scheme?

The Premier: You eongratulated me your-
self,

Hon. T. WALEKER: I have not congratu-
lated the Premier,

The Premier: Of course you did.

Hon. T. WALKER: I have not congratu-
lated him in this respect, in which there is
nothing to congratulate him on, nothing at
all, Asamatter of fact, the scheme of immi-
gration which has now become familiar to the
public is the Imperial scheme to send popu-
lation from England and Seotland and other
portions of the United Kingdom, not to West-
ern Australia alone, or even to Awustralia
alone, but to every part of the British do-
winions. Britain is assisting immigrants to
come out here. It is a scheme of the Empire
::lo relieve the pressure in the United King-

om,

Mr. Davies: What is wrong with that?

Hon. T. WALKER: There is nothing wrong
with it.

Hon. P, Collier:
to immigration.

Hon, T. WALEKER: If the hon. member
will follow me, I am merely expressing sur-
prise that amongst all those concerned, in
this organisation for distributing the surplus
population of the British Isles, the Premier
shonld be the one selected for the crown, as
if he had invented the scheme, planned it,
arranged it, and was carrying it out to its
utmost—he, and he alone——

Mr. Richardson: He is doing his part, you
know.

Hon. T. WALKER: So is the member for
Subiaeo (Mr. Richardson), and so is every
member of the House.

Mr. Richardson: But not the biggest part.

Hon. T, WALKER: Well, wo are not all
in the same positjpn, and therefore cannot
all earry out the biggest part.

The Premier: You had the chance once.

Hon. T. WALKER: We had, and we car-
ried out the projeet to the ntmost. We did
nothing that the Premier can find fault with
in that respect.

Hon. P. Collier: The Premier endorsed our
policy by taking our leader into hia Cabinet.
. Hon. T. WALKER: As a matter of faect,

if it eomes to what the Premier has proposed
in the way of subdividing land and improv-
ing farms, I may remind the hon. gentleman
that he ecame to me personally and eongratn-

Wa are not objecting
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lated me in regard to these various pointa
upon which he now prides himself, I ex-
pressed all those points to the House before
ever the Premier waa a Minister of the
Crown, when he was the simple member for
Northam,

The Premier: That was a very good
speech, that North-West speech of yours.

Hon. T. WALEKER: No, it was not in
connection with my North-West spech, but it
was when I spoke of making provision for
immigrants and preparing farma before they
came, and generally getting ready for them,
when I gaid, ‘‘If you do those things and do
them properly, you will not requirc to pay
for immigrants; they will come of their own
choice.’’

The Premier:
scheme,

Hon. T. WALKER: Yes, and it was an-
terior to what is now called the Premier'’s
sckeme. The hon. gentleman’s scheme is
framed on the same factors.

The Premier: I do not objeet to its being
called Walker’s scheme.

The Minister for Agricalture: It is alse
supposed to be Mr, Pickering’s scheme.

Hon, T. WALKER: T gave it as an old
method, as a method adopted jears and years
ago, before ever the present Premier came
into the House. The scheme represents mo
man's special prerogative. Everybody has
contributed something to the ideas. I only
maintain myself in connection with the mat-
ter becanse the Premier himgelf, when he was
a simple member of this House, econgratulated
me upon that initiation of ideas, se to speak,
in the Assembly on that particular subject.
But here is the point: Before going Home—
if we may call England Home—Western Aus-
tralia iy my home—allegedly to start this
scheme and to start Britain getting rid of
her surplus population, he had a conference
with the Prime Minister and made an ar-
rangement with him. Why? Let the truth
be known throngh the proper channel

The Premiier: I am not in the habit of
hiding the truth.

Hon. T. WALEER: When I accuse the
hon. member of hiding the truth he can make
that interjection, which I regard as personal.
I am telling him what are the facts. I am
trying to impress these facts upon those hom.
members who are listening. Before he went
to England a conference took place with the
Prime Minister, What waa the object of it?
It was for the purpose of acting in aceord-
ance with the suggestions or with the hints,
and more than hints which arrived through
the proper channels of communication. Every-
thing wag there, It was like the move that
was made at the time Federation was ontered
upon.

The Minigter for Agriculture:
came from here.

Hon. T. WALKER: No. Does the hon.
member wish to tell me that if the Premier
of this State had never conferred with the
Prime Minister———

The Minister for Agriculture: The Prime
Minister had no definite scheme of his own.

That was o very wiss

The move
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Ron. T. WALKER: Neither is there any
definite scheme now. There is a tremendous
lot of haze and donbt about the scheme as it
stands. Perhaps it wags a diseussion as to
ways and means, but the real purpose of the
thing itself was already alive. The confer-
ence jtself was an expression of the move be-
yond it, and the move beyond it was the
British move. You caunot teil me that if
Sir James Mitchell had not visited William
Morris Hughes, Britain would not bave sent
people to Australia, Canada, and elsewhere to
get rid of her surplus population.

The Premicr: Many arc going now.

IHon. T. WALKER: And would be poing
now if the Premier had never heen born.

The Premier: ‘They have always gone,

Hon. T, WALKLR: | will not hold a
private conversation Wwith the Premier. As
leader of the House he shonld set a better
example, Tf he had mever been born, this
scheme or its equivaient would have been in-
evitable. The close of the war, the cessation
of industries and the uremployment rendered
it an abselute necessity. Of course ways and
means have to be diseussed, and for the pur-
pose of diseussing ways and means as af-
feeting not Western Australia but the whole
of Australia, the Prime Minister of the Com-
monwealth and our Premier had a confer-
ence.

The Premier: All the Premiers.

Hon. 7. WALKER: I amn speaking more of
the personal interest this State had in the mat-
ter, and the Premier as well. At that con-
ference certain plans were made as te pro-
cedure, as to ways and means for carrying
out a secheme which was already moving. Then
the Premier proceeded to England and all
he accomplished was to get Weastern Austra-
lin’s share of the money that Great Britain
was willing to advanee in order to carry out
the scheme.

Mr. Teesdale: And that was not too bad.

Hon. T. WALKER: I am pointing out
that what he did was inevitable, that whoever
might have been Premier would have had to
do precisely the same thing. The Minister
for Works might have had to do it. Would
he then, after taking part in something in
which he was nothing more than a floating
incident, have allowed a brass band to meet
him at the Palace Hotel and precede him to
a pieture hall where the proprietor was using
him to advertise the opening of a new theatre?

The Minister for Works: Don’t you think
he is too big a man for that? ¥o yon think
he wanted that?

Hon. T. WALEKER: He did it-

The Minister for Works: He never thought
it.
Mr. Teesdale: You cannot judge your
host by what you have to eat; you must take
what he gives you.

Hon. T. WALKER: XNot brass bands.
Perhaps want of thought or some other ne-
glect brought about this bumiliation of the
office of Premier of this great State, every-
body going almost into hysterica of praise.
I regret to say that I believe you too, Mr.
Deputy Speaker, raised your head on that oc-
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casion and hurst forth inte panegyrics that
deserved to be made immortal for their ex-
travagance. PFor what?! For deing what the
Premier could not help doing.

The Minister for Works: Why blame him{

Hon. T. WALKER: 1 am not blaming
him for doing what he could not help doing;
P am blaming him for participating in this
wholesale bysteria in our public life, lending
himself to it us part and parcel of it. That
in jtself wns a regrettable episode in the
Premier's life. You ean give him all the
eredit you like for what he has done, merely
getting a4 loan and assisting Britnin in a
cheap way to get 1id of the population she
cannot Kecp or support, or employ. Give him
all the creddit for that even now, but why be-
come wildly enthnsiastic? What has been
actually accomplished? What do wo see im-
mediately in front of us?! We know that the
lands are not ready for the absorption of the
population that is already here? There are
men who have applied for selections and who
eannot get them for months.

Mr., Teesdale: They are going on with
the Espcrance railway.

Hon, T. WALKER: How are they doing
it?7 They are going on in such a slovenly and
dilatory fashion that is enonrh to break the
hearts of the people who are there. They are
just now about to improve the pier so that it
may support the weight of an engine that
must come upon it when the railway is started
in earnest. The defects in that pier were
known before the Labour Government were in/
office, and had the Labour Government res
mained in office those defects would have been
removed years ago.

The Premier: Yoo had four and a-half
vears of office.

Hon. T. WALKER: That is not fair.

The Premier: Four years and nine,
months.

Hon. T. WALKER: What we did was
done expeditiously and we were working ex-
peditiously when the Wilson Government put
us out and immediately stopped the work.
The work would have been finished long age
if it had not been for the action of the Wil-
son Government., Before that what dclay was
there, and to whom was it attributable?

The Premier: To me?

Hon. T. WALKER: In 2 great measure,
yes. The hon. geuntleman spoke his mind,
which he bas had to change since.

The Premier: No.

Hon. T, WALKER: The hon. member
must admit that his mind has altered in re-
gard to the character of the soil. He must
admit, too, that he opposed the railway mea-
sureg and afterwards said, *‘If you make it

.an agricultural line we will vote for it up to

a certain distance from Esperanee; we will
not take it through to Norseman,’' and that
afterwards from the Treasury bench he said
that the line should go throngh te Norseman.
Qur firat Bill was to carry the line to MNorse-
man. ‘The Minister for Works will remem-
ber it. And merely in order that we might
get half a loaf ratker than no bread at all,
did we aceept the 60 miles north to make it
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an agricultural line. That work was stopped
without rhyme or reason as soon as the Lab-
our Government was defeated, and it was
stopped too against facts and troth as dis-
closed by the report of the Royal Commis-
sion. That is the country which peopls arg
waiting to take up. Applications are being
received every day for land dewn there, but
the applicants caunot get on 1t.

The Minister for Works: Of course they
can.

Hon. T, WALKER: The facilities are not
there, and T am informed alse that the same
liberal treatment will not be handed ont to
the people who take up land therg as is given
to those who take up land in the wheat areas,

The Minister for Works: Who is your in-
formant?

Hon. I" WALKER: The department that
shouid know the country I am dealing with.

The Premier: T have told you what we are
doing there,

Hon. T. WALKER: But wbhat the Premier
told me mever went so far, and I ask the
Premier now te say whether he will assist
those pcople through the Industries Assist-
ance Board just as the settlers in the wheat
belt have been assisted?

The Premier: But they are not in distress.

Hon, T, WALKER: What I complain
about is the differential treatment, that the
people at Esperance ecnunot hope for the
same¢ help as ig given to those on the wheat
belt and in other parts of the State. Therd
is no Industries Assistance Board for the
neweomers at Esperance. There is a great
deal of force in what was said by the member
for Claremont (Mr. J, Thomson) iwhen he
referred to 40 bona fide settlers who werg
ready to take possession of land to work it
for the benefit of themselves and the country,
but who were unable to get it. On behalff
of those men, he was told that they could not
come under any group settlement scheme
until they had had 12 months’ experience.

The Premier: That is right too.

Hon. T, WALKER: 1 say it is not right.
If this is part of the scheme, let us look at
what it means. It means that we intend to
devote the population coming forward by
every boat to the employment of farmers at
comparatively cheap rates for 12 months, For
that period, they have to work as the ser-
vants of others, to learn what is called farm-
ing.

Ei'-Iolu. W. C. Angwin: And some of these
men are cxperts!

Hon, T, WALKER: That is so. Despite
the fact that some of them are experts, they
are debarred for a year before they can get
on the land. That is a departure from the
Premier’s scheme at the outset. Let the Pre-
mier remember the efforts he made when
Minister for Lands some years ago, on which
occasion he started a settlement at Yorkra-
kine and at other parts of the State, and the
settlers there were civil servants.

Mr, Pickering: How much experience had
theyt ’

Hon. T. WALKER: XNone. They came
straight from tbeir desks and from their
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daily babits of a clerical character and they
were immediately put upon farms. I am
pleased to say that many of them have made
good, and have greatly improved their posi-
tiona. -

Mr. Teesdale: It would be a good thing to
have another Yorkrakine now.

Hon. T. WALKER: How ean we have an-
other Yorkrakine if we have to put people
for 12 months in the service of farmers?

Mr. Teesdale: They would not debar the
civil servants, Let us have ancther Yorkra-
kine.

Mr. Harrison: The Fremantle lumpers set-
tled that district.

Hon, W. C. Augwin: Some were placed at
Burracoppin,

Hon. T, WALKER: I mentioned Yorkra-
kine, but there were other districts in the
State as well. I know a former civil servant
who has a holding near my own at Trayning.
That man is now in a ¢omparatively pros-
perous position. I know of cuses elsewhere,
but these eivil servants had had no farming
experience hefore they were put om the land.
Their whole training and tendencies were ad-
verse to making them good, successful farm-
ers. Notwithstanding that, they bhave gone
abead and accomplished something for them-
selves and for the State. These newcomers,
however, are to be dcbarred unless, forsooth,
they wuant to be banana growers. In such
cases, the men ean be sent up at once to
Carnarvon. I have been told that they have
sent many of these ex-soldiers to Carnarvon.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Mr. Angelo: Dreaming again! There is
not one such man there.

Hon. T. WALEKER: I was told that the
hotel bars were full of these settlers—these
new banana growers. | am pleased to re-
ceive the assurance of the member for Car-
narvon on that point, .

Mr. Angelo: They are wool-gatherers, like
yourself.

Hon. T. WALEER: I thank the hon. mem-
ber for the eompliment, Wool iz valuable;
bananas go rotten,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: On that side, they
gather wool they are told to collect.

Hon. T. WALKER: The fact remains that
there is no preparation. There is no proper
scheme for settling the people or the land.
All that is arranged is to bring out as many
people as ean be selected at the Agent Gen-
eral’s office——

The Premier: No, they do not select them
there.

Hon. T. WALKER: As many then as
can be got through other agencies——

The Premier: No.

Hon. T. WALKER: Or through such agen-
cies as the Commonwealth Government and
others can employ.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The men were not
told that they could not go on the land when
they came here.

Hon. T. WALKER; Let these people
know the period of servitude vnder adverse
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and trying conditiong they will have to ex-
perience for 12 months, before they are per-
E:lt}ted to make any home on their own be-
l\_lr. Angelo: In one country, they have to
wait three years before they can secure a
farm,
. Hon, W. C. Angwin: In that country they
get & lot more immigrants.

Mr. Angelo: In any case, it is three years
there as against 12 months here.

Hon, T. WALKER: Just imagine the facts
being known in Great Britain! Just imagine
the intending immigrant coming here desir-
oug of making a home for himself and his
family, only to be told that he must be
thrown hither and thither on the winds of
fortune for a period of 12 months, and even
then, he has to take his chanee of getting a
holding!

The Premicr: He may not be suitable.

Hon, T. WALKER: Who, then, is to be
the judge?

The Premier: There is 12 months in which
to demonstrate that,

Hon., T, WALKER: At all events, the
itemigrants will have a period to make them.
selves suitable, and for 12 months you have
cheap service.

Mr., Harrison: That is the question! Ti
iz very costly service in some instances.

Hon, T, WALKER: I know it may be so
in some instances, but the member for Avon
(Mr. Harrison) knows that our own citizens,
and sons of our own farmers, experience a
difficulty in getting suitable blocks upon
which to setile at the present time.

Mr. Harrison: That has nothing to do
with the service rendered by these immi-
grants.

Hon. T. WALKER: It has. If we cannot
find farming lands for those who live here,
how can we expeet to get land for the immi-
grants? That very faet furnishes to the hon.
member proof that the Government eannot
get ready for the large influx of immigrants
who will comie here in the course of the next
12 months, and that these men will have to
be apprentieced for 12 months to the existing
farmers. At the end of tbat period, it will
be impossible to put these men npon their
own homesteads. It is impracticable; it can-
not be done. We are providing for all kinds
of disappointments for these mew-comers and
we are making unfair use of them.

The Premier: You do not want immigra-
tion at all.

Hon. T. WALKER: I say advisedly that
if we get the right class of people from Eng-
land, we will get farmers or sons of farmers
from the rural districts. The Minister can
tell us what wages are paid in England. A
good farm hand capable of doing all the
necessary work on a farm ean get £2 a week
in Enpland, plus a decent home to live in
and the small treet of land, varying from
half an acre to an acre in extent, on which
be ean keep his own eow or pig. Such a man
is far better off than a farm hand in West-
ern Australia.

The Premier: You are wrong there.
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Hon. T. WALKER: I am not.

Mr. A. Thomson: In any case, there is
his future, which makes a difference.

Hon. T. WALKER: Men who are farm
labourers in [England are better off than
farm labourers in Western Australia.

Mr. Money: . Not to-day.

The Premier: I have just been there, and
I say they are not.

Hon. T. WALKER: ) was there fivo years
ago, and I say they are.

Mr, Mouey: At the present time, such
men get 308. a week, and have to keep them-
selves,

Hon, T. WALKER: The hon. member is
speaking about the time when he was a boy,

Mr. Money: I am speaking of conditions
to-day. -

Hon. T. WALKER: At any rate, I ad-
here te my contention that a decent farm
hand is better off there than a man with his
wife in Western Australia.

The Minister for Works: Surely he has
to be the judge of that himself.

Hon. T. WALKER: How c¢an he judge
for bimself unless he has the experience?
The Minigter would bring such a man away
from econditions where he is well off and
ask him to go to a eountry he has not seen!

The Minister for Works: They arc nomi-
nating men every week.

Hon. T. WALKER: But these people have
not seen Western Australia, and have oot ex-
perienced the conditions here,

Mr. Harrison: Some of these men are am-
bitious.

Hon. T. WALEER: They may be am-
bitions to seeure their own farms, that is
true; but they do not know what they have
to go through before they get them.

Mr. A. Thomson: They are told.

Hon. T. WALEKER: We eould not get
them if the real facts were told. Men are
brought here to work for 25s. a week and
some of them are getting less. The figure
T have mentioned has heen taken ag the gen-
cral standard. How can a man keep a wife
or expect to provide funds for the mainten-
ance of a home, out of sueh a wage? T say
he is better off when be ig in England.

The Minister for Works: X am paying a
“‘pommy’' 10s. a day on my farm and he
has milk, vegetables, and so on.

Hon. P. Collier: You meed not advertise
the good wages you pay!

Hon. T. WALKER: T say the standard
wage to be paid to mew-comers is 253. a week.

The Minister for Works: In Western Aus-
tralia?

Hon, T. WALKER: Yes.

The Minister for Works: I bave never
struck one of them, and I do not want to.

Hon. F. WALEER: The Minister may
net, but that is what is proposed for the new-
comers. I am, perhaps, exaggerating whea I
say 258. a week. Some of them are not ex-
pected to get that muech. Some are offered
as little as 153. 2 week and board.

Mr. Harrison: I do not know of any such
cases.
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Hon. P. Collier: There are lots of things
the hon. member does not know.

Hon, T. WALEKEER: Some of these men get
15s3. a week:

The Minister for Mines: And found.

Hon. T. WALEER: The Miniater knows
-what ‘‘finding’’ means in some of the new
sgttlers’ homes. He knows what the sleeping
accommodation is; he knows what the sani-
tary arrangements are. He knows, too, what
kind of food some of these settlers have.

Mr. Pickering: They have the same sort
of food as the settler.

Hon. T. WALKER: And what sort of food
is that!

Mr. Pickering: The beat he can get.

Hon. T. WALKER: They do not get much
of what is best.

Member: At any rate, they thrive om it.

Hon. T. WALEER: 8ome of them have
‘‘tinned dog.”’

Mr. Angelo: They are a fine body of men.

Hon. T. WALKER: For some. ‘‘tinned
dog’! is too dear. That ia all part of the
stheme to get a population here to work for
tha farmers, and that will be for low wages.
That is the scheme!

Mr. S8ampson: The scheme is not for low-
ering wages.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Monger said so in his
speech,

Hon. P. Collier: Yes, lower wages and
longer houra.

Mr. Angelo: The Queensland Government
are moving in the same direction.

Hon. P. Collier: Leave the Queensland Gov-
ernment out of the question,

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Hon. T. WALKER: If we were doing as
well as the Queensland Government, it would
be all right. ’

Sitting suspended from 86.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon, T. WALKER: Before tea I was
nearing the conclusion of my review of the
immigration scheme. I only desire to add
that, judging by what we have seén of the
scheme, it will serve to bring in a large popu-
Jation that will not stay in the State. In
faect, from the evidence it appears that al-
ready those who have landed recently are
making their way to the Eastern States.
TUltimately, if any large nmumbers come in,
the result must be that the newcomers will be
dissatisfied with the conditions of their 12
months’ apprenticeship, and will either get
out of the State altogether, or will cluster into
Perth. The consequence will he acute un-
employment, while it might even lead to the
displacement of our aged workers, and their
substitution by the newcomers, a condition of
things that must bring pain and sufféring to
large numbers of the pioneer citizens of
Western Australia. I cannot criticise more—
time will furnish its own best criticism of the
scheme—bat before I leave the matter I wish
to be emphatic on the point that neither I
nor any other memher of the parfy to which
I belong is adverse to population. We, with

all the rest, fully recognise that the comfort
of the people must depend on the wealth
created in the State in which they live, and
that the potential wealth of this State cannot
be made usable except by the application of
industry not yet within our borders, We must
have the multitude, and we must have pro-
duetion within easy reach of all. Therefore
I have not offered this criticism to-night in
opposition to the settlement of our country,
or to its development, but with a due regard
to its proper, healthy development, not its
forced development, and its development with
the greatest degree of justice to the citizens
already within our borders, and to those in-
vited here to share the destiny of thia pgreat
country. For it is a great country, with possi.
bilities undreamt of, even by our optimistic
Premier. But I am afraid we are not only
liable to ‘‘hinderment'’ or injury by unwise
methods of treating the newcomers, but alse
by the way in which we are tied, chained
by the legislation and the constantly growing
power of the central Government of the Com-
menwealth. It is here, too, where I have the
right to question, not so much the sincerity
a9 the zeal of our Government. The Govern-
inent are aware that we are being strangled by
the exactions of a power that does not know
our loeal conditions, but which unses us to an
enormous degree to bolster up the industries
and the wealth of the Eastern States, and to
that extent to eripple us. We are being
erippled-—everybody knows it, however ardent
8 Federalist he may be—for Faderal purposes.
I take a back seat to no one in my desire to
ges the mighty co-operation of every State of
this great Federal compact, But I want fair
play, and I want autonomy. I want our right,
without undue interference, to develop ac-
cording to our own lives and our own loeal
zeal, and the application of our local funds,
to develop all that is worth developing within
the borders of this State. We cannot do it
whilst all our sources of revenue are monopo-
lised by the central Federal Government,
whilst in other words we are working, not for
our development, but for the enrichment of
a few, not the whole, of those in our sister
States, I want to know what is being done
by the State Government to stop it. Where
is their influence, their patriotism, their desire
to make a stand, to fortify the people of the
State against the influence and aggression of
the eastern wire-pullerat .

Mr. Harrison: Why not define how they
are aggressing on ust .

Hon. T. WALKER: Can the hon. member
deny that it is an apgression to take over
our means of developing the eountry, in the
shape of the Savings Bank, which they are
aiming at? Can he deny that they are taking
the monopoly, the supreme power$ Can he
deny that they are intruding even on our own
domestic preserves? We ean have no source
of taxation left to us free from their aggres-
sion upon it. Can he deny that?

Mr. Harrison: I have denied nothing.

Hon, T. WALEKER: Then why does the
hon. member look so wise and merely inter-
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rupt? Does he desire to make of me a school-
master to teach him? I suppose he is itch-
ing to make me say that they are aggressing
upon us by their iniguitous tariff upon every
implement which the farmer wants for the
development of his land.

Mr. Harrison: I am.

Mr. Pickering: And upon the mining in-
dustry also.

Hon. T. WALKER: Of course upon the
mining industry, but the hon, member
did not want that. They are erippling
the mining industry and making it more

and more impossible for us to absorb
the population. We cannot do it. Not
everyhody can be farmers, not even all

the immigrants coming here at the invitation
of the State and the behest of the Mother
Country. We cannet absorb them all at once,
and so they will require secondary industries.
The imposition of Federal taxation and the
imposition of the Customs tariff are pro-
venting us from developing our local indus-
tries. We shall, therefore, fail in consequence
of the apathy of the State Government, who
ara taking no stand. They say, ‘It 13 a
Federal matter.’”” But it is their dnty to pro-
tect the State against this Federal aggression.

Mr. Harrison: How would you do it?

Hon. T. WALKER: Does the hon. member
want me te give him a preliminary lecture
on political eeonomy? Some members come
here with a pretence of showing their wis-
dom; and they have not the wisdom of an
ordinary animal seeking its food in the pig-
sty. They seek to fill their brains from the
utterances of others, instead of putting for-
ward original ideas of their own. What has
the hon. member done? What have his party
done? What have the Government done?

The Premier: What did vour Government
do?

Hon. T. WALKER: They fought in every
possible way against if, fought the encroach-
ment of the Federal authorities. We resisted
them hy deputations to the Federal Govern-
ment; we interviewed in the precinets of the
Premier’s office the leading Ministers of the
Federal Governmient then in power, and we
protested on the floor of the House. Hon.
members must know that before T was a
Minister, whilst T was a Minister, and since
T was a Minister, T have consistently fought
against the efforts of the Federal Govern-
ment to get their hands upon all our sources
of weallh, and te strangle our individwval
efforts. Bnt the present State Government
have donc nothing, the party of which the
hon. member isx leader have done nothing.
They are quietly sitting there and leaving
things to drift. I want to know what is
being done by the Government and by the
Country Party.

Mr. Harrison: We have never sat behind
high protection.

Hen. T. WALKER: I want to know what
is being done by that party to proteet one
of the greatest sources of wealth in this
State, the farming industry, the wheat grow-
ing industry. What have its members dene as
against the popular move being made every-
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where to put everything on the footing of com-
petition? The farmers know that if there is
one thing more than another which has been
to their benefit, it has been the marketing of
their wheat by the pool, a co-operative move-
ment. Thig year we have had the co-opera-.
tion of the farmers backed by the Govern-
ment, the wheat peol of the Government of
this Btate, managed better than any preced-
ing wheat pool, and which has made it pos-
sible for the farmer to get a fair price for
his produets. Now it is proposed that there
shall be ne Government backing or recog-
nition of a wheat pool. The farmers are
thrown baek upon voluntary co-operation,
and we know what that means. The Gov-
ernment have decided to abolish the State
wheat pool without taking these members in-
to their confidence, and they have not s word
to say, not & paper placed upon the Table
of the House, no instruction, no comment
upon the matter, We are to be af the merey
of private institutions and private competi-
tors for the next wheat pool.

Mr. Harrison: A voluntary pool

Hon. T. WALKER: W¢ know what a vol-
untary pool! is when it has not the Govern-
ment behind it, and when the management
is placed in the hands of a private institu-
tion which hos received more than one eriti,
cal attack in this very Chamber.

Mr., Harrison interjected.

Hon. T. WALEKER: I must ask you, Mr.
Speaker, to protect me from the garrulous
ntterances of this bucolic member.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Hon, T. WALKER: The hon. member has
raised no objection; he has done nothing.

Hon, P, Collier: What could he do ahout
it?

Hon, T, WALKER: He eould not do much,
but he has not made an effort, Neither have
his party nor the Government. They have left
the farmers exactly where they were before
the war.

Hon. W. . Angwin: They got instructions
from Monger and company.

The Premier: We got inatructions to do
away with the wheat pool last year.

Hon. W, C, Angwin: Mr. Moran said you
could work it cheaper by a 14d. per hushel.

Hon, T. WALKER: What I have specially
drawn the attention of the House to to-night
bv the amendment I intend to move is the
faet that day by day we see the grandeur
of the Constitution under which we serve the
people being undermined. Day by day
the greatness, the independence and
the value of this honoured institution is at-
tarked, is white-anted, if T may use a
modern expression. Tt is not only what so
ably my henoured jeader said in his speech
on the Address-in-reply that we are dclegat-
ing to committecs every hour of our life, to
hoards and to Royal Commissions the respon-
sible duties that belong to a Government; it
is not only that we are delegating what we
have the right to hold in responsibility and
trust, but we are permitting members from
all sides of the House, and more particularly
from one party in this Chamber, to act behind
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- the backs of responsible Ministers and to in-
fluence the administration of this country to
their own interests, to their ywm party in-
terests, and to their own personal interests.

Mr, Pickering: Perscnal interests?

Hon. T. WALKER: Yes, in many in-
stanees. I =ay responsible government i3 a
misnomer in this State, We do not have it.
We are confronted with this state of affairs
every time there is a coalition Government.
A coalition Government is always a Govern-
mcot that is pulled from two sides, Tt is al-
ways hedged in, always limited; never at any
time in the world’s history has it been more
than a make-shift. Yet we hear the cry from
one, who may be a Minsiter for aught T know
to-morrow or next week, that we should do
away with party, that we should have Min-
isters from everywhere—the same spirit that
would invite the Leader of the Opposition to
go to England, as if there were no room for
diffcrence of opinion and no right of inde-
pendent criticism. .

Mr. Angelo: In a time of crisis party feel-
ing should be subordinated.

Hon. T. WALKER: What is the crisis?
There i3 no erisis now except in the hom.
member’s exeited brain. This is a time when
*wc have fallen iown to bedrock and have to
climb up to our ancient wealth and ease in
industrial operations. Things have been out
of joint by rcason of the war, I admit, but
they are no longer sut of joint., 'We are down
to solid rock and have to eclimb the hill onee
more, and we want solid determindtion and
purpose and cyes fixed on the object we have
to attain, We caunot barter away our prin-
ciples for easc of government or convenience
of party or non-party place in a Chamber.
We nmust have on the Treasury benches men
who have a policy, who do not and cannot
say, ‘‘My polisy is such as the House tells
me to take or such as T am advised by the
most dominant party in the iouse; tell me
what you want and you shall have it.’! That
is not the governmcnt we want in these days
of rebuilding and reconstructing the world,
We want men who have a knowledge of what
they have to de and who will featlessly, in
spite of all criticism and all dissension, he
willing to lose every emolument and glory
and dignity of office in order to scrve the
purposc in view. That is what we want at
the present time. But are we getting it?
Ministers sit still in their places while para-
graphs like this appear in our daily news.
papers:—

Politieal influence. Danger to depart-
ments. Legpislative remedy. The rcference
in our leading columns yesterday to the
necessity of legislation to prevent private
memhers of Parliament from directly ap-
proaching departmental officials on matters
of their constituents’ affairs has excited
much comment. From what can he gath-
ered, the nuisance has alarmingly deseloped
of recent years and threatens, unless
stopped, to bhecome a grave evil, That it
would be unjust fo include all, or even a
majority of the members in the reproach that
they push the interests of their constituents
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to the extent of haunting departments, is
the opimion in qunlified eireles. But, un-
doubtedly, some members, with an assiduity
that does not always pause to examine the
merits of every ease, embarrass the official
lives of public servants, partieularly in
those departments associated with settle-
ment.
We ean guess therefore whese these busy
wasps are intruding and where they come
from.
Some years ago a Minister, resolute to
cope with the evil even then manifest, is-
sued instructions that members of Parlia-
ment  should  prefer all their requests
directly through the Ministerial head.
And if T may panse to comment, that is the
proper way to Jdo it. Go to the Minister who
is the responsible person, the man who has to
account for his administration o Parliament
and through Parlinment to the people.
On the other hand, under another régime,
the requests of members of Parlinment
were specially filed in red envelopes that
they might receive the promptest consid-
eration that regard for the welfare-—of the
Government—might suggest. A few mem-
bera—only a few—hy their extracrdinary
netivities ahout departments are said to be
worrying offieialdom unduly, and tending
to ereate a set of conditions in which the
best interests of the State are uot likely to
be preserved. Perhaps these members will
recognise the danper once it is pointed out,
but the most effective remedy, it is_con-
sidered, swould he legislation forbidding
parlinmentarians, on penalty of forfeiting
their seats, to appreach officials on official
suljerts.
Mr, Pickering: Who is the author of that?
Hon. T. WALKER: It is the paper that
the hon. member swears by, the official or-
gan of the Government that makes of Sir
James Mitehell, Saint Jamzs Mitchell, It is
only an instance, a straw that shows how
things are drifting. Miaisters are not doing
their work. They are not taking the respon-
sibility that their office demands. They are
allowing officialdom to run this country, and
it is running the country. The heads of de-
partments and their subordinates are making
all the mischicf such as therc is in this State.
Take the line of least resistance on the part
of the Government. Let the underlings do
it. And the wnderlings do it to the injury of
the community. The consequence is that pin-
pricks arc being administered everywhere to
the public. In the railways, a department
that should be managed in aceordance with
rules that congider the public of the State,
the constant anooyance to citizens by all
kinds of frivolous pin pricks is astounding.
How the public bear it so long I eannof un-
derstand. Everywhere else the uwnderling is
king. Even the Leader of the Opposition has
no right to have a squint at an immigrant
lass or man in the Immigration Department.
An underling forbids him, and his Minister
hacks him up in that insolence, that wsurpa-
tion of anthority that is manifest in all the
departments of the State at the present time.
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Where are Ministers fulfilling their duty?
Where is that sense of responsibility? To
show how little one is responsible, we have
only again to make very brief allusion
to the incidents recited to-night by the mem-
ber for Claremont (Mr. J. Thomson). In
the Lake Clifton affair mobody was respon-
sible; somebody had forgotten. The promise
given to Parliament was nothing. Parlia-
ment is being wiped out. The thing was
done deliberately in defiance of all prinei-
ples and pledges. It was done in opposition
to the votes of this Parliament. Parliament
bad voted that no railway should be con-
structed cxcept in a certain order. This rail-
way was gained by a side issue. The Gov-
ernment built it but pretended it was a pri-
vate line—a violation of principle and, if I
may say it, a violation of political honour.
The Parliament was ignored. Where is our
constitutional government in such cireum-
stanees? Of a similar kind was the Come
incident. The Premier waxed a little warm
when twitted with the matter in this Cham-
ber, and some interruptions were made as if
it were a mere matter of defending the
spending of £40,000 odd on the construction
of the Como {ramway, The gravamen of the
offence was not that. The gravamen of the
offence was that this Parliament had been
solemnly assured by its Ministers from their
places that this line should not be built with-
out Parliament having been first consulted.
That was the offence. The paltry £40,000
was no more important than a snap of the
fingers. It might be a good thing to have
this tramline serving the comfort of the eiti-
zens of Perth, but it should not have been
built in violation of the pledge given to Par-
liament. There is nothing more sacred than
a pledge given to Parliament. By violating
such a pledge, we lose all continuity of
Parliamentary service, we break up every
tradition. We become a wmob net =
Parliament, when we cannot trust the
the word of Ministers. And when they
viclated their pledges solemnly delivered to
this House, what was the exeuse? The ex-
cuse wag that the acting Premier, because he
is a member of another place, did not know
of or had forgotten this promise. Where
were his underlings that they did not remind
himf Where was the record? What kind of
QGovernment 13 it that is 3o eareless as to wn-
dertake a job of the kind without first see-
ing what had been promised and what had
been undertaken? Where is our responsible
government? It does not exist. Apparently
the farmers and settlers or the producers’
party have as much responsibility as this
Government, if not more. The responsi-
bility is shifting. It is not with the Pre-
mier. Tt is not with our King. It is found
in the top garret of that exploiting institu-
tion known as the Farmers and Settlers’ As-
sociation. ‘That is where government is
found.

Mr. Pickering: I thought it was a co-opera-
tive company.

Mr. Simons: They get ec-operative salaries
for runming it.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. T. WALEKER: I have shown in every
way that we are whiftling down the rights
of this Parliameat. We are developing into
a rabble, instead of that honourable institu-
tion up to which the public should be able to
look with reapect. We have delegations
everywhere to committecs and sub-commitiees.
Even with the settlement scheme we are dele-
gating to the New Settlers’ League, which is
the Uply Men's Association, the real fune-
tions and duties which should be undertaken
by the Government. This is a body of people
paid by an extraneous Government, It forms
no part of this Government, but is subsidised
by the Commonwealth to do the work. It ia
entirely irresponsible. We are not respon-
sible for it. It cannot be brought here and
dealt with whether it does the work ill ov
well, or indifferently. You, Sir, have no say
over it, It is an independent body. The
Government, who glory so much in their
stheme, have really ereated these people ritlers;
the settlers of the country are performing the
functions of Government. I appreciate
the work und the saerifice of some, if not
most, of the members of that institution, I
applaund them for their efforts. They are
showing the Government that which the Gov-
ernment should do. But to what condition
have we come when we subordinate the great
funections of responsible Government to irre-
sponsible institutions? Where iz the old
honour attaching to Government? How can
we impeach or question, or bring to task, or
place the blame upon the proper people under
circumstances such as these? This is only an-
other phase of the detegation of responsibility.
We had a spectacle the other might which all
the more makes telling everything I say. If
people have ears to hear and the mind to
understand they cannot fail to appreciate the
application of what I am saying. In thcse
modern times the great danger to the’ peo-
ple’s liberty is located in the license to and
not the liberty of the Press. It has been
onc of the glories of many centuries of fight-
ing in England, that of winning the right to
free speech and free publication, The free
publication of modern times, however, is con-
sidered to be the right to fabricate, to invent
falsehoods, and to deliver a half-truth in
order to mislead the general public and to
support the fetishes of Government by fal-
lucious arguments. On Weduesday, the 9th
August, the ‘*West Australian’’ published a
leading article on the meeting of the Farmers
and Settlers’ Association. T will not read
the whole of that leader, although every line
of it is pregnant with meaning. This was
just before the now notorious apeech of King
Monger, prior to the address he delivered
which was to mesmerise and coerce the dele-
gates attending the annual conference. The
writer of that article does the member for
Williams-Narrogin (Mr. Johnsten) the hon-
our of quoting him, for he says that the
words of that hon. gentleman are worth re-
peating. T commence with this quotation,
because [ know before I have done there will
be interjections asking what I have done and
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what our party have done. I am quite

to share in the expression of the hon. member .

a8 guoted heve. The leader writer repeats

his words as follows:—

The prestige of Parliament is to ‘some
extent lowered by the constant desire of
varions parties to prove that other parties
are under the domination of outside jun-
tas . . . the sooner the people of
Western Australia realise that their Par-
liamentarians are free agents—

T should say, ‘‘should be free agents’’—
{except on certain questions constituting
prominent planks in the platform) and in
respect of promises made on the hustings,
the better for all concermed.

Mr, Harrison: Hear, hear!

Hon. T. WALKER: I quite agree. This
ery of doing away with parties is robbish.

Mr. Pickering: Hear, hear!

Hon. T. WALKER: We can no more have
all people thinking alike or holding similar
principles than we can have all the people
born with hair of the same color. They
differ and they have a right to differ, for
progress consists of eternal differences. Simi-
larity and uniformity constitute a dead letter.

Mr. Pickering: Stagnation,

Hon. T. WALKER: Stagnation does not
eXpress my meaning, because stagnation is a
kind of activity. There is every day a change
in a pool that is stinking, because it becomes
more stinking, if T may use a vulgarism.

The Premier: Is that Parliamentary?

Hon. T. WALKER: It -certainly is Par-
liamentary. The paper goes on—

For a Parliamentary party to be con-
trolled by an outside ‘‘junta’’ is for gov-
ernment to be debased to acting as the tool
of cliques responsible to mone but them-
selves.

That is a seund prineiple. If the paper had

kept to that I could not accuse it of itself

undermining Parliamentary rights and duties,

Mr. Pickering: Does it?

Hon. T. WALEER: It does not stop at
that. It goes on to, say—

Such a condition of our political life
would be degrading to the Government that
held office under it, and to the ‘‘representa-
tives of the people’’ so forgetful of their
self respect and so disloyal to the principles
of representative Government that they
allowed themselves to be the instruments of
a ““junta.’’ It would, too, be pernicious
in its effeet upon the misguided men he-
hind the Bscenes whose political capacity
would exhibit itself in wire-pulling and in-
trigue. These reflections are suggested by
the extraordinary proposals to be submitted
to conference by the executive of the Prim-
ary Prodcers’ Association, proposals which
in effect would make the members of the
executive the absolute comtrollers of the
Parliamentary members of the party.

The execuiive there means the executive of

the asseciation.

And would give them authority to make

and unmake Governments, or Ministers, so
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far as the Country Parfy might be in a

position to do so.

This was printed before Mr. Monger’s speech
was delivered, or before the motion was put.
Clearly it states the effect of the motiom.
The motion would clearly degrade Govern-
ment and Parliamentary life to the utmost;
in effect it would render government impos-
asible.

The Minister for Agriculture:
like the One Big Union,

Hon. P. Collier: The Minister ought to
know better than to say that. It has ne
relationship whatever with it.

Hon. T. WALEER: If the Minister wishes
to side track me on to any other igsve I am
ready to follow him, or answer him here or
outside, or on any platform in the land.

The Premier: Outside will do.

Hon. T. WALKER: The paper continues—

If the Country Party is to continue as
an effective and desirgble force in State
pelitics it may be hoped that these pro-
posals will be unhesitatingly rejected.
Hon. P. Collier: Which they were not.
Hon, T. WALEER: The leader continues—

The Ministry headed by Sir James Mit-
chell is responsible to him, as he is to Par-
liament.

The Premier: Yes, that is go.

Hon. T. WALEER: ‘‘And the country.’’

The Premier: That i so.

Hon. T. WALKER: That is how the Press
puts it

Mr, Harrigon: It is not a bad way of
putting it.

Hon. T. WALEER: No, it is not.

Hon, P. Collier: The wige old owl!

Hon, T. WALKER: I thank the hon, mem-
ber for his remark. Let ua hope that he will
eontinue to improve along these lines. Again
the paper says—

But it would be wromg to electors in
country econstituencies for conference dele-
gates to consent to the handing over to a
body that has no place il our Corstitution,
and no political responsibility, the decision
on affairs of government which the repre-
sentatives of the people are continuousty
empowered to make in the performance
of politieal duties which they are sworn to
discharge.

That also is sound. Just once more—

But the resolutiona to be submitted by
the Primary Producers’ executive to con-
ference would have the Parliamentary
members entirely responsible to geatlemen
doubtless worthy enough in their places,
but their places are not of a kind in which
they have been confirmed by the electors
of the various Country Party constituen-
cies expressing themselves in a constito-
tional manner.

That was before the Primary Producers’ con-
ference met. Tt was a warnieg to them; it
was a threat to them; it told them that if
they carried the resolutions drafted by the
executive and placed upon the ngenda paper
by them, they would be degrading the country,
ruining responsible government, ard degrading

It sounds
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themselves. But the conference did not carry
those resolutions. What happened at that
conference I shall deal with later,

The Minister for Works: Would yon like a
speech or two made there to help you alongt

Hon. T. WALKER: I have no doubt such
speeches would be helpful, but even with the
paucity of material that I have been able to
cbtain from the public point of view, I have
enough of matter to support my amendment,
The report in the ‘*West Australian’’ of
Thursday last is headed, ‘‘Primary Produe-
ers’ Political Conference—A Fiery Session—
Executive Control Issue—Win for the Coun-
try Party.’’ Those are the headlines of the
Journal that preaches so solemnly to all of
us about our duties, as if the Press had no
duties. To hegin with, this report was chal-
lenged afterwards, as I shall show, by the
secretary of the Primary Prodncers’ Associa-
tion. Tt reports what allegedly took place,
and it says— .

The only motion disevssed +was that
emanating  from the executive, ‘‘That
Clause 51 as at present appearing be de-
leted, and the following inserted in lieu
thereof: ‘In the event of any doubt aris.
ing ns to the interpretation of the party
piatform, or for any other reason

I draw attention to those words, as I shall
have to comment upon them.
the couneil may at the request of the Par-
liamentary party, or its own diseretion
Again T want to draw attention to the words.
convene a political conference comprising
the members of the council and the Parlia-
mentary party, and the decision of such
conference shall bind the political party.’”
I notice the member for Gascoyns (Mr.
Angelo) smiles, That is what Monger pro-
posed.
Hon. P. Collier: Ti i3 what he got, too.
Hon, T. WALKER: Now there came what
was supposed to be the resolution carried.
I wish hon. members to attend particularly
to the re-wording of the same thing. It is
neither more nor less than a re-wording of
the very same thing.

Then, it is wunderstood, the Presideat,
Mr. A, J. Monger, proposed 2n amendment
to the motion, leaving it substantially as
under:

I do admit that by the vuse of the word f ‘sub-
stantially’’ the paper expresges some doubt
as to the aceuracy of the wording. But that
word ‘‘substantially’’ is the only word
raising any guestion at all as to the correct-
ness of the report.
*“In the event of any donbt arising as to
the interpretation of the party plat-
form:
That used to be in the old rule.
or for any other reason
Let hon. members note the scope: for any
other reason, it does not matter what.
the courneil may, at the request of the Par-
liamentary party, or at its own discre-
tion——
So the power is with the counecil, or execu-
tive. :
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convene a conference comprising the mem-
bers of the council and the Parliamentary
party, and the decision of such conference,
hased on equal voting power—-—
That is, every man present having the same
voting power, I presume.

Mr. Davies: Do you mean both sections?

Hon. T. WALKER: Then there would be
only two votes.

Mr. Davies: The chairman conld decide.

Hon. T. WALEER: The chairman is a
member of one of the parties. The equal
voting power means the equal voting strength
of each one present.

Mr, Sampson: Then it would not be equal.
The number of each side would have to be
the same.

Hon. T. WALKER: No. I put it this way,
that the number on the executive exceeds
the number of Parlinmentarians.

Mr. Pickering: But in this ecase they are
to be equal.

Hon. T. WALKER: The point is that this
conference is to be held and that the decision
of the conferenee shall be reported as a re-
commendation to the next conference. Noth-
ing else. Based upon that, a glowing leader
was published by the ¢ 'West Australian’’ on
the victory for the Coumfry Party and the
vindication of responsible government. But
in fact, that was not the resolution passed.
Tn the very next day’s issue the ‘‘West
Australian’’ says—

Yesterday the general secretary, Mr, W,
Suteliffe, deeclared that the resolution had
been published in a garbled form.

The version T have just read is garbled, in-
exact,

He stated that the precise terms were as

under:—'*In the event of any doubt aris-

ing as to the interpretation of the party
platform, or for any other reason, the
counecil may at the request of the Parlia-
mentary party, or at its own diseretion,
convene a conference comprising the mem-
bers of the eouncil and the Parliamentary
party, and the decision of such confer-
ence, based on equal voting power, shall
be recorded ag the decigion of the associa-
tion.
The decision of the association. It binds
all. It is the association that is bound.
Every one is bound. Every Parliamentarign
belonging to the party is bound by that
decision of conference. There can be
nothing stronger.

The Minister for Agrieulture: A member
is bound only by the platform ke is elected
on, just the same as you are.

Hon. T. WALEER: The hon. member is
speaking of that which he knows nothing
about.

The Minister for Agrieulture: All right.

Hon. T. WALEKER: It is not all right.
It is all wrong. The Minister might waell
reserve his interjections for that class of
people which he is accustomed to bamboozle
with such ignorance.

ANl decisions 30 recorded shall be re-
ported fo the next conference of delegates.’’
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On that very day the conference dealt with
other matters. Clause 51 as it stood origin-
ally T might myself have confirmed. When-
ever there is a doubt as to how the platform
is to be interpreted, it is well that there
should be a conferenece, a discussion in which
the wisest amongst the party can determine
what is aectuaily meant. That is legitimate.
But thiy party does not deal with the planks
of the platform and with the prineiples an-
nounced when members sought election,
planks and principles with which the electors
had a chance to become acquainted. It does
not deal with the platform; it deala with
‘“any other question.’”’ TIf Parliamentary
memhers in the old times were in doubt as
to how they should read a thing, they could
take connsel with the cxeceuntive: they could
make a request for a conference, and only at
their request would the conference bé called.
But now, independently of that, and whether
members are rightly or wrongly or anyhow
interpreting the platform, the council can
call this conference at ita own discretion, at
its diseretion purely. And there is no resist-
ance to such a conference on the part of the
Parliamentary party. So long as members
belong to that party, they must obey; and
there can be submitted to the conference not
only matters affecting the platform—and
cvery organisation has a platform—but also
all questions, any question, anything that the
council may determine upon. And there are
other cognate clanses. TFor instance, Clause
5l1a, following upon that which T have just
read and indicated as having been altered,
wag also submitted for amendment. The
amendment was—

That clanse 51a as at present be deleted,
and the foilowing be inserted in lien
thereof:—

I wish hon. members to pay attention to
this, becanse it is earrying out the same thing
and emphasising it.
‘“That the Country Party in both Houges
shall endeavour to sccure the adoption of
the policy as expressed in the political plat-
form, and on such measures shall vote
solid.
I agree to that.
In regard te other matters the parties
ghali endeavour to have initiated, and shall
solidly support, measures in accordance
with the general policy of the associa-
tion—
That may be all right.
thing more—
and as may be decided at a conference held
in accordance with Clause 51.°’
Now we see how members of Parliament are
required to vote, not only solidly on mattera
affeeting their platform, and not only solidly
in support of the aims and objects of the
association, but also as may be decided in
respect of any question brought up at a con-
ference held in accordance with Clause 51.
Ts not all that is announced by the leading
article in the '‘West Australian,’’ which I
read, repeated here? Is it not all indicated?

But now comes some-
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Is it not all clear?
tinued—

The next matter affected the Country
Party’s participation in the present Gov-
ernment. The esecutive pressed the fol-
lowing motion:—

That the second scnfence of Clause 53,
reading as follows, be deleted, namely—

That the whole party may coalesee
with any other party, and that in the
event of such coalition members of the
party may take portfolios.

And that the following words be added
in lien thereof:—

That in the event of it being con-
sidered desirable for the party to enter
into a working arrangement or coalition
with any other party, the whole matter
shall be in the hands of a joint com-
mittee consisting of the Executive Coun-
eil and the Country Party.

The whole matter was not to be in the hands
of Parliament, or of Parliamentariang belong-
ing to that institution, buf in the hands of
the joint commitiee, consisting of the execu-
tive council of the Primary Producers’ Asso-
ciation and the Conntry Party as is provided
for in Claunse 51.
. Mr. Pickering: You have not even got that
option.
Hon. T. WALKER: What do you mean?
Mr. Pickering: You cannot coalesece with
anyonef
Hon, T. WALEKER: 1 can coalesce with
any party. When any of the parties sitting
opposite like to adopt prineciples that are pro-
gressive, principles that make for the good
of the whole community instead of their own
individual pockets; when they can legislate
for the nation instend of a class, then, and
not till then, may I join them at any time.
This, however, is the position inte which the
Country Party have got themselves. But
cbserve, Mr. Speaker, that when the leading
article regarding this garbled utterance came
out, it was made to appear that there was
no binding effect upon the Parliamentary
party, that they were perfectly free and that
the Parliamentarians had had a great win.
It says among other things, after speaking
about the clause which was designed to put
the Parliamentary group completely under
the thumb of the executive— i
- It savours of the rankest ingratitude
that this exec¢utive should tamely withdraw
its ‘‘junta’’ motion, and suvbstitute an
amendment  which, on constitutional
grounds, is irreproachable.
I have read the grovnds. Will any hon.
member, belonging to the Country party or
not, say that the resolutions passed at the
primary produeers’ conference were ‘‘irre-
proachable on constitutional grounds'’t Is
there one who will say it¥ They cannot
honestly say any such thing. Yet the Press
deliberately tries to delude the public that
‘¢all is well in the State of Denmark,’’ that
everything that could be wished was done by
this august body, and that, as a matter of

Then the report con-
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fact, constitutionaliem was placed on a solid

footing there. It says:—

As the executive considerably outmumbers—
It speaks pointedly and should be a warning.

—the Parliamentary party, the joke, touse

an Americanism, would be on the Parlia-

mentariang, if the motion were to be ear-
ried— '

Yt was carried and the joke is on them—
And the Parliamentarians were to accept
it. Also the joke would be on the unfor-
tunate country whose politics would be the
plaything of a coterie delivering its com-
mands from Wellington-street. But the
motion was not carried. An amendment
submitted by Mr. Monger was adopted. It
reads substantially as follows:—That
Clause 51, as at present appearing, be de-
leted and the following be ingerted in
lien thereof:—In the event of amy doubt
arising as to the interpretation of the party
platform, or for any other reason, the coun-
cil may, at the request of the Parliamentary
party, or at its own diseretion, convene a
conference comprising the membera of the
council and the Parliamentary party, and
the decision of such eonference, baced on
equal voting power, shall be recorded as a
recommendation to next eonference.

That is not eorrect.
Hon, W. C. Angwin:

left out.

Hon. T. WALKER: That is not the quo-
tation as submitted by Mr. Sutecliffe. Again
a misquotation! This is how the public are
deluded. They are receiving falsehoods. For
these statements are falsehoods, by implica-
tion. We are supposed to have a free Press.
Time was when a Government would stop the
mis-statement of news to the publie. Re-
garding the eorrection, the Press has been
silent, I defy the leader writers on the
““West Australian’’ staff to deny that the
motion carried was subvergive of responsible
government, That motion was not amended
but if anything it was ‘‘worsened.’’

Hon. W. C, Angwin: I was surprised that
the Premier did not resign when it waz rar-
ried.

Hon. T. WALKER: 1t is regrettable that
independent journals, that have no need from
the standpoint of wealth to eater for any sec-
tion of the public, shonl@ adopt snch an atti-
tude. I mayvel that such a Press should be
guilty of these practices of petty pariisan
tricks, unworthy of men of honour. There
were times in the British Parliament at all
events when ‘‘the slightest stain,’’ to quots
the language of Burke, ‘‘would fall like a
wounnd,”’ and dishonour withered like poison.
This can be done with open impunity in these
days and the public swallow it! Are these the
days of a free Press or of a licentious Presgt
In effect, this is a lie; the motion: was not
defeated. It was put in a form less notice-
able to the people.

The Minister for Works: Camouilage.

Hon. 7. WALKER: That is the right
word, but even then clumsily. A statement
of the facts was made known to the editor of

No, something is
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the ‘‘West Australian’’ but he has never
made any comment since. The leading ar-
ticle speaks of ‘‘victory for representative
government.’’ If it be a “‘victory for re-
presentative government'’ that meetings can
be called by an executive, the Parliamentary
party has to attend these meetings, and the
decisions arrived at have to be obeyed by the
Parliamentary party—if that be a vindica-
tion and wvictory for representative govern-
ment, where do we stand? I have no de-
sire to speak of the Press as an institution.
I have had the proud honour of being asso-
ciated with journalism in this State and else-
where. It is a noble calling, but to prostitute
it in the interests of any section of the com-
munity for any kind of aggrandisement,
whether of feeling or some more material sub-
stance, is a lamentable thing. I claim that
certain seetions of the Press are absoluteély
in the pillory in this matter. They are re-
sponsible. In private life, we shun and des-
pise the man who lies. Such a2 man takes his
place outside the door of the Ffamily circle.
The Press, however, can' do this and dis-
seminate these half-lies all through the eom-
munity, and apparently be applauded for it,
because some people are repdercd immune in
consequence of what the Minister for Works
has called ‘‘camouflage.’”’ The ‘‘Sunday
Times'” has had an honourable history, but
where, from that honourable start, it will
end, I cannot say. In last Sunday’s issue
that jourmal dealt with the matter in this
way:—

Monger went too far in copying the Lab-

our Party—

He has not copied the Labour Party except
in essential materials relating to organisa-
tion, showing that the Labour Party has
something to teach others. The ‘‘Sunday
Times'' proceeded—
If he had vriginally proposed that when a
difference of opinion or interpretation
aroge, it should be referred to a confer-
ence of representatives of district councils,
the Parliamentary Country Party, and the
executive, a procedure finally adopted by
delegates—much. of the objeetion would
have vanished—
The editor knows that that is a falsehood.
He knows that is & lie; I do not know any
other expression that T can wse that will be
forcible enough.
The Minister for Works:
that yon are quoting fromt
Hon, T, WALKER: TFrom the ‘‘Sunday
Times,’’ a paper that circulates widely in the
country, a paper that has had honourable as-
sociations.
Hon. P. Collier:
British Empire!
Hon. T, WALKER: It has had able and
learned journalists comnected with it, but it
is serving party issues and it can descend to
this sort of thing. That is a falsehood; no
other word adequately designates the position.
The conference carried no such resolution.
Yet the subscribers are led to believe in the
back country areas and in the far-distant

What paper is

The biggest paper in the
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miners’ camp, that such was the case! How
can one overtake reports of this description?
It is up to the Goverument to protect the
pecple agaiust the publication of reports of
this deseription. The day was when such
things would not be permitted; now they are
tolerated and applauded, The ‘‘Sunday
Timeg’* says, in conelusion,—

But to place the power in the hands of a

Terrace junta—well, that would be fatal

to responsible government, .
The power is placed in the hands of the
junta referred to and, to accept the conelu-
aion of the ‘‘Sunday Times'’ itself, that is
the end of responsible government. To show
that it is the end of reaponsible government,
let me show the House what they are doing,
In Saturday’s issue we read this—

Primary producers and the Government.
The general secretary of the Primary Pro-
ducers’ Association, Mr, W, Suteliffe, said
yesterday that the following motion had
been carried at the previous day’s private
sitting: ‘‘That this conference entrust to
the executive——

Already the motion was carried on Thuraday,
and others adding to its foree on Friday;
and on Friday this, too, was carried, and
this was supplied to the paper—

“*That this conference entrust to the ex-
ecutive to call a conference in terms of
amended Clavse 51—

‘Which enables the executive at any time to
call the meeting. In accordance with the reso-
lution, still red-hot, they have already called
a conference—

‘‘for the purpose of examining the present

working arrangement between the Country

Party and the Government, and for devis-

ing means whereby the policy and platform

of our association shall be more adequately

given effect to.”’
This executive calls the people that are under
your charge, Sir, to an irresponsible meeting,
where they are submerged in numbers, to de-
termine how they shall act towards this Gov-
ernment, and what working arrangement,
what bribing, what influence, they ean bring
to bear upon the Premier and his colleagues
to give them their way.

The Miniater for Works:
ing?

Hon. T. WALKER: Because a promise of
support is a bribe., If you are to have the
support of this party in return for comees-
sions to the party, it is a bribe.

Mr. 8imons: Who origipated bribes in
Queensland ¥

Mr. Sampson: That is another story.

BHon, T. WALKER: It iz not necessary
that a bribe should be in hard cash or paper
money; it is quite sufficient to promise to
support in office, to keep them where they
are, if they will only do certain things for
the party.

The Premier:
eight months.

Hon. P. Collier: Never for a day! It is
an unfair statement for the Premier to make.

Hon. T. WALKER: The Premier is, un-
just. .

‘Why say brib-

They kept you in office for
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Hon. P. Collier:
office an hour.

Hon. W. C. Angwin:
selvés, anyhow.

Hon, T, WALKER: I challenge any man
to show where our party ever received a con-
cession or listened to a dictation from any
other party. It was never dome. We pur-
sued a direct policy, a policy that was always
attacked from beginning to end by the hon.
member. We never swerved from it, nor did
any outside influence ever have the temerity
to bring us to book, as these men can be
brought to book., Now I will tell you how
again the Press misleads vs. I am sorry the
member for Gascoyne (Mr. Angelo) has left
his geat, for in the report of the proceedings
he is specially mentioned. He is shown to
have been the defender of constitutional gov-
ernment at that meeting, Here is the re-
port—

Mr. Angelo is said to have delivered one
of the most telling speeches of the sit-
sitt.ingP—-

Hon, P, Collier: A well written one.

Hon. T. WALEKER: The repott procceds—

leaving no doubt that he would leave the

party if the executive attempted to come
between him and his electors,

Hon. P. Collier: I wonder who wrote that
speech for himf¥

Hon. T. WALKER: There was no doubt
that Mr. Angelo would leave the party if
the execntive came between him and his
electors. But they have already done it
Where does he stand now? Has he left the
partyt I have seem the tip that he
would sit cheek by jowl with the Minister
for Works. T am told that in every issue
the ‘‘Daily News’’ tips him as one of
the coming magnates of the Treasury
benches, and that large numbers of
ecopies of that paper have been religiously
posted by every mail to Carnarvon. I am
glad the hon. member has returned to the
Chamber, He has seen this report, and he
knows what it says. It gives him the credit
for having been the chief constitutional de-
fender at the meeting.

Mr. O’Loghlen: It does not say that his
speech was written,

Hon. T. WALEER: No, but he must have
read it admirably, because it has been in-
seribed in indelible ink as a fact that he was
going to stand by constitutional government.
“As for me, give me liberty or give me
death!’’

Mr. Angelo: You must have been there.

Hon. T. WALEER: I am told the hen.
member finished up with those words, and
left no doubt that he would leave the party
if the executive attempted to come between
him and his electors.

Mr. Angelo: Hear, hear!

Hon., T. WALKER: Well, the executive
hag ealled a meeting without consulting his
electors.

Mr. Angelo: Let them try to come between
me and my eleciors.

Hon. T. WALKER: They have called a
meeting, and the members of that party

They never kept ua in

We never sold our-
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have to go down to it. Let the party dis-
obey this summons frem the junta, and
where will they he?

The Premier: You can leave that to them.

Hon. T. WALKER: I propose to give
them a quid pro quo in pudding in place of
Mr. Monger.

The Minister for Works: That will be a
brihe.

Hon. T. WALKER: It is nothing more
than a bribe. But does tha hon. member
mean te tell us that his eleetors alone have
his confidence, that he is serving his electors,
and that the party is nothing to him? Let
us sce——

Mr. E. H. Angelo, M.L.A,
Tt sounds Jike the Angelus, and the hon.
member’s placid, genial face reminds me of
the sweetness of its tones. This report eon-
tinves—

Mr. E. H. Angelo, M.L.A., announced——
At the conference, mot to his electors—

that the Closer Scttlement Bill would be

somewhat on the lines of the first one. The

precise contents of the measure were um-

known., On behalf of the Country Party

he promised that the Bill would be sub-

mitted
'I:_o whom-—to his electors, to Parliament?
No,

to the executive as scon as members ob-

tained a draft.

Hon. P. Collier: Applause!

The Premier: The Honse gets a draft.

Heon, T. WALKER: No, the House does
not get a draft,

Mr. Denton: They get an overdraft.

1Ton, 'T. WALKER: Listen to the conclu-
gion of the report—

Delegates could safely trust a joint con-

ferel%!\of the executive and the party to

see that nothing was done imimiecal to their
interests.
The executive! Where are the hon. member’s
clectors? The phenomenon has oecuwrred in
the history of this State of draft measures
being drawn outside for the approval of the
Government,

Mr. Angelo: No, that is wrong.
wag meant was, when we got a copy.

Hen. P. Collier: But you need not have
pledged vourself to supply a eopy, for copies
are available to all as soon the Bill comes
down.

Hon. T. WALKER: It is then placed at
the disposal of every member of the com-
munity. Tt is not then a privilege. But the
word used here, and it has not been cor-
rected in the Presy, 8 *‘draft.’’? I have
known instances of copies being supplied
for diseussion outside before this House had
been honoured with a sight of the measure,

Mr. Angelo: T do not know where you get
these drafts.

Hon. T. WALKER: There was no justi-
fication for a promise of that kind. What
did it mean? If it meant they were to have
no advantage over the ordinary eitizen,
where wag the need for it? And there are
the words '‘Delegates could safely trust a
joint conference of the executive and the

What
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party to se¢ that nothing was done inimical
to their interests.’’ Those words immedi-
ately succeed the promise to supply the
executive with a draft.

Mr. Angelo: Not a draft,
here.

Hon. T. WALKER: But was there any-
thing in promising them that they should
have a copy when everyhody else should have
a copy? Was that any reason for asking
them to trust the joint eonferenee? You, Mr.
Speaker, as the guardian of the liberties of
the House know that this 1fouse must be hon-
oured hefore the publiec with the confidence
of the Government. That is one of its most
sacred privileges. Even i seleet committee’s
report eannot he published before it has heen
present»d to this Chamber without commit-
ting a breach of privilege, No one can show
a draft Bill to an irregular non-responsible
body before this House has received it. Min-
isters must be responsible for the measure;
not outside parties. If outside bodies are to
do it, then I say again that Parliament and
parliamentary Government are deceased.

Hon. W, €, Angwin: We might as well go
home.

Mr.
done.

Hon. T. WALKER: Then what did the hon,
member meand If the promise was of value,
it meant something outside the ordinary
course, because there is no value in making
a promise about an ordinary thing., - What is
everybody’s property is nothing. They might
well lLave said, ‘*Thank you for nothing.’’
But he specially appeals to them for their
trust and promises to supply them with a
draft, Tet hon. memhers “soften it as they
might, the plain facts are there. They in-
sist on regulating the affairs of this Parlia-
ment by a joint confereuce of an irrespon-
sible executive and members ¢f the Country
Party. There can be no two ways of looking
at that question. It is a deliberate breach of
their obligation and of their oath when they
came into this Parliament and undertook
faithfully to discharge their duties. The hon.
memker snid bhe would leave the party befora
he would be guilty of this constitutional
breach. But he has heen goilty and there are
memhers of the Government equally guilty
in that respect. I wish to goodness members
would have some sense of the importance of
the positions they hold. T.et them consider
the history that lies behind them. These
Chambers have ever resented outside control
and interference. I repeat that on matters of
party, members have a platform. That is a
matter of which their constituents are aware
aud they vote for members on that know-
ledge. But ountside of that, in the direction
of guiding the affaira of the country, making
working arrangements with the Government,
deciding what shall be done through the Gov-
ernment to support their party—these are
matters outside their electors. It is am in-
terference with the rights and liberties and
functions and duties of this Chamber, and
it i% upon that score T resent it. These men

We get copies

Angelo: Nothing like that will he
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are usurping to themselves more than the
funrctions of royalty. In the history of Par-
liamentary Government, Kings of England
have been told that in the matter of freedom
of speceh and debate and on matters of
public welfare, we are to be free from inter-
fercnce, Before we cver commence on the
Address-in-reply, the Premier introduces a
Bill. What for? It is a time honoured cus-
tom saying to Royalty, to His Majesty him-
self, ‘*You cannot interfere with the rights
and liberties of this Chamber. You eannot
bring your powerful potent influence to bear
on our deliberations. We are independent.’’
And to show our independence, lLefore we
grant His Majesty one single penny of sup-
ply, we initiate legislation according to our
own free will. That is the objeet of this
eustom. That privilege is to denote, and as
we say in introducing the Bill, to assert every
session ovur right to deliberate untrammelled
by any outside source. Yet these people call
members from their dvties to attend an exe-
éutive meeting.

Mr. Simons: In a warehouse.

Hon. T. WALEER: Tt does not matter
where it is, though better there than in a
hotel. And to deliberate on what? To de-
cide how they are to vote, whether they will
support the Government, even to make or
unmake the Government. There is a meeting
now called for that purpese. I doubt mnot
sinee you, Mr. Speaker, bave occcupied that
dignificd position, you have made yourself
aequainted with your honoured predecessors
in office. You know that on one occasion the
King sent word to Mr. Spesker, Sir John
Finch, that he was not to put a certain reso-
lution, and the Speaker received the message.
The King ordered the House to adjourn and
the Speaker determined to leave the Chair.
You, Sir, know the history., In spite of the
King they held him in the Chair until the
resolution was put. Kings must not dictate
to this Chamber. That is not an isolated in-
stance. There are others in the history of
that great dignity which you so ably fill. T
allude to Speaker Lenthall. When the armed
foree had been brought by Charles I. to
compel the surrender of certain members be-
cause they had vindicated the liberty of the
Chamber, as he approsched and stood, as it
might be, on those steps and said, ‘‘Mr.
Speaker, I shall have to use your Chair,’’ he
locked around to see if he could find Pym
and Hampden and certain other members who
had offended him by their outspoken utier-
ances on behalf of the cause of liberty and
the rights of that Chamber. He saw them
not and asked the Speaker to point them ount.
What was the Speaker’s utterance to the
King?—*‘8ir, I have neither eyes to see nor
cars to hear nor tongue to speak but such as
the House directs me.’”’ And the King,
despite his armed men, had to leave disap-
pointed. These are only examples in our
history, the expression of our freedom from all
direction and the focussing and centreing of
full unimpeachable responsibility upon the
Ministers in whom is vested office and the

right of administration and legislation for
the eommunity. Now we forget those lessons.
This Parliament, though it be made of choice
timber, might as well be a barn. We have no
consciousness of that responsibility to Sov-
ereign and to people that our laws and cus-
toms have engrafted upon us. But we tamely
submit.  Ministers will tamely submit to
bhave their policy dictated by ar outside
body that can call a meeting whenever it
likes,

The Minister for Works: No fear; it can-
not do that.

Hon, T. WALKER: Yes it can. I know
the Minister for Works would not for an hour
submit to that.

The Minister for Works: Neither would my
chief. .

Hon, T. WALEKER: I believe it is possible
his chief would not submit to it, but he sits
check by jowl with those who do. If he him-
self would not tolerate that intrusion upon
his rights and duties, he i3 a colleague of
those who do. There are members of that
party sitting on the Goverament seats, and
they have to advise His Execllency. Now we
know that His Excellency is the representa-
tive of the Sovereign, but in order that he
may make no mistakes, certain instructions
are given to him by letters patent. Among
other things we find the following:—

In the execution of the powers and au-
thorities vested in him, the Governor shall
be guided by the advice of the Executive
Couneil—

That is his Ministers, not the primary pro-
ducer’s council—

But if in any case he shall see sufficient

cause to dissent from the opinion of the

said Council, he may act in the exercise of
his said powers and authorities in opposi-
tion to the opinion of the Council, report-
ing the matter to us without delay, with
the teason for his so acting. In any such
ease it shall be ecompetent to any member
of the said Council to require that there be
recorded upon the Minutes of the Council
the grounds of any adviee or opinion that
he may give upon the question.
That is the authority given to the Governor.
He is to take the advice of his advisers. That
advice i3 supposed to be given under no com-
rulsion, under no mandate from without. It
is supposed to be freely offered and the full
rvesponsibility of it taken. It is a personal
responsibility.  But how can we have that if
Ministers are to behave according to the be-
hests of an outside executive? They cannot
dn it. The advice is tinetured, it is polluted
by outside sources. It is not free; it is not
responsible. No man can take the responsi-
bility if he is nnder compulsion. Yet that is
the state to which we are reducing the Gov-
ernment. It i3 an ahsolute abnegation of all
the cherished privileges, rights and duties,
hononrs and dignities of this Chamber. Yet
nothing is said about it. Matters go om.
Now I ask Ministers whether they are going
to attend that meeting convened by the ex-
ecutive to decide om the working arrange-
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ment with the Government.
to_attend that meeting?

Hon. P. Collier: The Minister for Aines
will make an hour’s speech.

Hon. T. WALEER: 1s the Minister for
Mines going to atiend it? Is the Minister
for Agriculture going to attend? They raise
no voice whatsoever against it. I say it is
a degradation of our public life. No wonder
that we are mocked at every strect cormer.
No wonder that the Press may scont and
snout at us. No wonder they can lie eon-
cerning us and the public generally, We
have no protection.  This institution, which
should be the guardian of our liberty, which
should be the judicial height and corner stone
of all that the public treasure and hold dear
in their pursuit of happiness in this world,
the general public regard as ivorthless, and
take every opportunity they ean to insult us,
to classify os as loafers, to designate us as
wasters. This is because we have abandoned
thoge high principles that have made England
great, and have made kings and peoples
great. It is becavse we have abandoned what
our fathers have bled for, what our nation
hag struggled for through every speciea of
cloud and oppression. We have forgotten
all that. It is time we re-called ourselves
to our duty. Have the Government within
them that fine sense that will resent this
intrasion upon respousible Government, or
will it supinely sit indifferent to these snig-
gers and these stealthy attacks upon:

Mr. Teesdale: Why indict a Ministry be-
cause of what the member for Gascoype
said?

Hon, T. WALKER: It is not for what the
hon, member said. Apparently the member
for Roebourne has been asleep. I am refer-
ring to the resolution carried by the general
body, and the resolution convening the meet-
ing to again consider it. What the hon.
member said at that meeting is of little ac-
count. He is ouly one individual. It is that
executive, with powers given to it onder
Clanse 51 and Claases 51a and 353, whieh
give power under Clause 51 to convene a
meeting, That meeting i3 to decide the work-
ing arrangements with the Government.

Mr, Teesdale: So far as they are concerned.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: And it will tie you
if you support it

Hon, T. WALKER: That is what wag car-
ried by resolution. I ask if the hon. member
suppoerts it. Does he stand by it or repudiate
it?

Mr. Teesdale: There have to be two parties
to that,

Hon, T, WALEKER: If he is 2 member of
the associntion he must abide by it. He must
either desert the Government or

Mr. Teesdale: T am not a member of it.

Hon, T. WALKER: As the hon. member
is not a member of that assoeiation and has
not heard all of my speech he does not un-
derstand what he is talking about. Do the
Government intend to take up a stand in
this matter? Are our rights, the rights of
this House, to be protected. Are we to have
respongible Government or a cowardly sur-

Are they going
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render to the exeeutive of an irresponsible
association? Let us know which we are to
have. In order that I may sce how members
stand and that the public may judge for
themselves, I move an amendment—

That the following words be added to
the motion on the Address-in-reply:—*'But
this Assembly regrets to have to inform
Your Excellency that certain of your ad-
visers have by association with and mem-
bership of a political erganisation declared
themselves obedient and subservient to this
extraneous political body, aud by their ac-
quiescence in the resolutions carried by the
said organisation, have made it impossible
for them to independently advise Your
Excellency, thereby subverting and endan-
gering responsible and constitutional gov-
ernment.’? -

Mr. CHESSON (Cue}: I second the amend-
ment.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell
—Northam)} [9.207: I accept the notion as
one of no-confidence in the Government and
move—

That the debate be adjourned.
Motion put and passed.

House adjourned at 9.£21 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—OIL PROSPECTING, AUS-
TRALIAN PETROLEUM CO.

Hon. P, COLLIER asked the Minister for
Mines: 1, How many separate areas of
Crown lands are held under license to pros-
pect for mineral oil by the Australian Petrol-
eum Company or by persons representing that
company? 2, What is the total area em-
braced by such licenses? 3, When were



